
Hedge Laying Training Course on Chiselborough Common 
Volunteers also required during the day to clear the spoil and take to the 

bonfire site 
Tuesday November 12th 09:30-15:30 (If bad weather then Wednesday 13th) 

 
 
Today hedges are laid to maintain habitat, promote traditional skills and the 
pleasing visual effect of a well laid hedge.  Hedge laying is the process of 
bending and partially cutting (pleaching) through the stems of a line of shrubs or 
small trees near ground level and arching the stems without breaking them, so 
they can grow horizontally and be intertwined. A laid hedge provides a stock 
proof barrier and a dense habitat for wildlife but most importantly it encourages 
new growth that starts a new life cycle of the hedge.  

• Aim of the day is to teach the basics of Devon Style hedge laying. 

• One to One tuition will be given by a small team of experienced National 
Trust volunteers. 

• Those taking part in the hedge laying training should be reasonably fit 
and used to working with sharp tools.  Please bring appropriate gloves as 
we will be dealing with some Blackthorn and Hawthorn. 

• Some tools will be provided courtsey of the Waitrose common tool grant. 

• Area to be laid, the hedge line to the left of the Phoenix Path. 

• It is hoped on the day to clear brash from the hedge line and have a 
bonfire. 

• We also need helpers during the day, time to suit you, to clear the spoil 
and take to the bonfire site. 

The event is free of charge although any donations for the common would 
be appreciated.  

Lunch time refreshments will be provided. 
If you are interested in joining the group or helping to clear spoil, 

contact Stuart Wright 881112 or Jenny Buckmaster 882626 as teaching 
places are limited. 

Meet on the common opposite the steps to the Phoenix Path. 

Devon Style 


