
 
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th April 2019 
 

Present:   Mr R Brown, Mr A Pipe, Mr M Langdon, Mrs J Buckmaster, Dr R Bulley 
In Attendance:   Members of the public, Mr R. Pallister, Mr M. Hamlin (Clerk) 
  
 
1: Apologies for absence: Mr M. Keating.  
2: Declarations of Interest: None  
3: Public Forum: None.  
4: Minutes of the meeting: Held on:  13th March. These were agreed 

and signed. Proposed by Cllr Langdon, seconded by Cllr Buckmaster. 
Matters arising under: 

 

2017.07.16 No further progress on road markings. Only 4 markings left to do, 2 
slow signs either side of Cat head Cross and 2 further slow signs. Cllr 
Pipe had emailed Gary Warren (Highways) and copied Cnty Cllr 
Keating and progress now awaited. 

 

2018.11.15.1 Nothing further had been heard back from the householder at Pibditch 
regarding the speeding cars and this item would now be removed from 
the agenda.  

 

2018.11.15.2 Cllr Brown had received a phone call from Gary Warren and the new 
budget was in so a start had been made with road width signage in 
Fairplace to help mitigate the problems of the larger delivery vehicles. 
It was hoped further signage work will be carried out now we are in to 
the new financial year and possibly regarding the grading of the road. 

 

2018.11.15.3 The Village calendar and welcome pack was being looked at by Cllr 
Pipe and the Clerk in conjunction with updating the website, and it was 
hoped that some progress would be made by June. 

 

2019.03.16 Following the episodes of people ignoring the signs when the 
permissive path along the field between Chiselborough and Norton 
was closed, information had been published in the Parish Magazine 
and on the website. The Parish Council would promote awareness of 
the status of the path including ensuring that holiday accommodation 
proprietors were aware of all closures to pass on to their guests.  

 

5: District Councillor’s Report: Ric Pallister Thanks expressed for the 
removal that day by SSDC, of the burned-out caravan in the layby on 
the A356 near Blackspir. District Cllr Ric Pallister advised that as their 
transformation programme neared completion, the office was under a 
lot of pressure with additional phone enquiries generated by the 
elections and from new Council Tax bills being issued. Cllr Pallister 
was not standing for re-election to the District Council in the May 2019 
election. The Chairman thanked him on behalf of the parish council for 
all the help he had given to Chiselborough over his 20-year tenure as 
District Councillor. He left the meeting to a spontaneous round of 
applause by all present 

 

6: County Councillor’s Report: Mark Keating Cnty Cllr Keating had 
sent his apologies and had not produced a written report (purdah 
restrictions). 

 

 7: Planning: Richard Brown Dist Cllr Pallister advised that Planning 
were intending to sign off Honey Barn as being compliant on 11th April. 
In reaching this decision they had regard to the fact that currently the 
building was compliant with the exception of items that were allowed 
under permitted development. The Planner would still have control in 
the event that further contraventions were introduced being the 
landscaping condition. This remained to be signed off and would not 
be signed off until all aspects were satisfactory. Without the 
landscaping condition signed off the property could not be occupied 
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ensuring that control remained until all compliant. (Details on SSDC 
Planning website). 

8: Car Parking on the Common: The Chairman read a statement dated 
10th April 2019 which set out the legal position by which the Parish 
Council were bound. The Parish Council were charged with the 
responsibility of looking after the common and needed to set out the 
conditions as per the law. The purpose of the statement was to make 
things clear. Established arrangements would be left as they were, but 
to operate within the current rules if a matter became an issue within 
the time limits of current legislation. In the case of easements 
(permission to pass over common land) the time limit was less than 20 
years. In the case of encroachment (adverse possession) the time 
limit would be less than 12 years. Any easements should be recorded 
on property deeds. The Parish Council were unaware of any parking 
permissions on the common other than The Old Post Office and Beam 
Cottage where land had been purchased for the purpose. It was 
emphasised that the Parish Council were just at the start of trying to 
make sense of a complex issue and that it could not be be rushed into 
hasty decisions without discussion. It was agreed that the statement 
would be placed on the notice board section of the village website and 
also appended to the minutes when they were circulated to the mailing 
list. Steps would be taken to obtain a definitive map of the common 
and once received this would also be put on the website. It was 
emphasised that the Parish Council wanted to work with the 
community to regularise the position for the benefit of all. It felt the risk 
if steps were not taken regarding parking then there was nothing to 
stop anyone in the future parking on the common as precedents could 
be set without proper foundation or agreement Common side dwellers 
were asked to be transparent about what easements they had and to 
communicate in this regard with the clerk so that they could be noted. 

 

   
   
9: Defibrillator: The Parish Council had decided to work with 

Community Heart Beat Trust and to arrange provision of a 
defibrillator in the disused phone box which had been adopted 
by CHT. The administration would be through CHT who 
provided a managed scheme for Parish Councils. It had also 
been decided to extend the provision by signing up to Village 
Emergency Telephone System (VETS). This scheme provided 
a dedicated phone number which would be supplied to every 
house in the village. In the event of an emergency, after 
summoning the emergency services, help could be sought 
from a VETS volunteer. 10 volunteers will be sought. In the 
event of an  emergency (or possibly if help was needed in a 
non- medical emergency situation), the phones of the 10 
volunteers would ring simultaneously and the first volunteer 
who answered the call positively would assist with the event. 
This would solve the problem of lone rescuers not being able 
to leave the patient to fetch the defibrillator, and also mean that 
only one apparatus would be needed as there always be 
someone available to go and fetch it and take it to the 
emergency location. 

 

10: County Council Farm Land Sub-Committee update: An email had 
been received the previous week from Charlie Field of Somerset 
County Council agreeing to send a map to the Parish Council of the 
land that would be available for lease. He would then draw up a lease 
agreement for the Parish Council. The tenant of the garden plot on the 
corner of Cat Head Cross, advised that she had been notified by SCC 
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that they were investigating possible development of that particular 
area as a building plot. 

   
   
11: Risk Assessments: Cllr Pipe advised that he just needed to do a 

quick check of all the risk subjects as he had last checked them a few 
months previously. Once he was satisfied that all was in order, he 
would type up the Risk Assessment Schedule and circulate it to the 
Parish Council. The risk assessment of Burridge Copse would take 
place by Ayers Forestry just after Easter and it was hoped the report 
would be ready by the next meeting. 

 

12: Community Land Trust: Nothing to report, no meeting since last 
Parish Council and the next meeting was on 11th April. 

 

13: Finance:  
13.1 The Clerk had circulated to the Parish Council details of the financial 

position at the year end. After allowing for bills that were expected 
there was an underspend of £667.26 (10.5%). The Parish Council 
resolved that they were in agreement that they were satisfied that the 
accounts for the year end balanced and that they were satisfied that 
the accounts and financial controls had been carried out in the correct 
manner. 

 

14: Reports: Ranger: There were currently no problems. A bit later on the 
ranger would be asked to clear any blocked grids to ensure free flow 
of drainage water. 

 

 Parish Land: Nothing further to add  
 Highways: Cllr Langdon reported clearance of rubbish that had been 

outstanding. He had been advised that the new budget was now due 
and that hopefully outstanding potholes would be filled. It was noted 
that the land owner had kindly filled the potholes adjacent to the 
Norton Road. 

 

 Common: Cllr Buckmaster reported that the Dawn Chorus Walk on 6th 
April had been a great success with 20 people attending. Thanks 
expressed to Helen Hawke for her bird information and Sue Hassell 
for providing the refreshments. £56.50 had been donated which would 
be used to buy bird food for the bird table feeders at the end of the 
Phoenix Path. The next event would be a Village Picnic date to be 
decided. Noted that unusual species discovered on the common can 
be reported on the Somerset Environments Website which would then 
be plotted on the website for future information. 

 

 Burridge Copse: Cllr Pipe reiterated that the Risk Assessment was 
pending at a cost of £250 and that early indications were that some 
work would need doing. In particular 2 trees along the road and a 
loose suspended branch over the bridle way. So there would likely be 
some expenditure needed to make the copse safe. Noted that a large 
tree had fallen and that this raised the possibility of timber sales if in 
due course volunteers could be organised to carry out the necessary 
work. Cllr Pipe advised that the Scout Leader had canvassed the idea 
of holding occasional open courses covering fire building, wood skills, 
bush craft etc. This would be considered when more details available.  

 

 Rights of Way: Cllr Pipe reported that a formal closure notice had 
been issued for the footpath number 9 running from Manor farm to 
Norton passing over the brook. This was to replace the bridge over the 
brook which was dangerous. It was likely that the closure would be for 
several months. 
The new budget was now in and Cllr Pipe would chase up the broken 
railing at Hempalong which was still outstanding. Also, a broken finger 
post along the Norton Road. 
Cllr Pipe confirmed that all the paths in Chiselborough had been 
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registered and that the deadline for registration was June 2021. This 
would be a safeguard as once registered it meant that the Parish 
Council had an interest and could follow up if there were incidents of 
encroachment on to registered footpaths. 

15: Correspondence: None   
16: Points for New Business: None  
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 8th May 2019 
 
 
 
 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


