
 
PARISH OF CHISELBOROUGH  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 14th of May 2014 
 

14 people were present and the meeting followed the published Agenda. 
 
Chairman R O’Neill Good evening everyone. As Chairman of the Parish Council it falls to me to 
convene this meeting. This meeting will be held under the terms of Schedule 12 of Local Government 
Act 1972. The business to be transacted is set out on the agenda. 
 
1.  Apologies: Mr J Macartney, Ms W Morrison, Mr P Thomas, Mr E Venn. 
 
2.  Declarations of Interest: None 
 
3. To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 8th of May 2013. It was agreed      
     these were a correct record and were signed and dated by the Chairman. 
 
4.  To receive Reports on Activities in the Village during past year:    
     A précis of these reports follows. Full copies are filed with these minutes. 
 
Parish Council –Chairman Mr R O'Neill:     
It has been a another good year for the village with highlights including the Village Fair, the flower 
show and the St Georges Day dinner, all of which went off very well and were very well supported, 
and not to forget the re-opening of the Cat Head and the introduction of the village web site.  The 
village continues to thrive as reflected by the support the various organisations within the village 
receive. 
The Parish council meetings have been well supported by the villagers, which is much appreciated as 
all the work of the Parish Council is in support of the village. 
Over the year some of the main issues that have been dealt with have been: the development of the 
web site, and I would like to thank Adrian Pipe for his help in the development and running of the site; 
persuading, with the help of other local parishes, Highways to look into the dangers of the A365 - and 
we await the results of the investigation, and the re-instigation of a management committee for the 
parish Land.  Luckily we were not seriously affected by the appalling weather earlier in the year, 
unlike those on the levels. 
On the financial side, at the start of the year we had £3600 in the bank.  This has increased to £5317 
at the end of the year. This is partly due to the fact that the common was not maintained to the same 
degree last year, however with the new Parish Land Committee it is likely that more money will be 
spent this year. There is also about £700 of payments outstanding to the Village Hall, Church fabric 
fund and parish magazine which will be discussed next month. It also gives us a buffer as the new 
Ranger scheme settles down.  
Finally, Parish Councils are elected every 4 years, and the next election for Chiselborough is on 7th of 
May next year, in conjunction with the General election. I know that at least some of the current 
councillors will not be standing next year and so I would invite anyone who may be interested in 
standing next year to contact any of the current councillors to talk through what is involved.  It is not 
an odious task, and probably on average only takes a couple of hours work a week for each 
councillor. 
 
Ranger – H Doodson read on behalf of Mr Macartney:   
The new Ranger Scheme (still called The Lengthsman by most people) with the District Council, has 
worked well with more work being done and the availability of heavier machinery and more personnel 
when required. We still only use one day per month and this seems adequate at the moment. 
The work in the winter tends to revolve around keeping the drains and culverts functioning but as we 
come into summer the emphasis turns to keeping paths and sight angles on roads clear.  There is a 
constant requirement to litter pick and clear more substantial fly tipping. The Lengthsman is also 
capable of doing small items of repair on styles and fences. We have had one day with extra 
manpower and an agile mower enabling the top of The Common to be mowed. 
The SSDC staff have been extremely helpful and cooperative so communication has been easy and 
the work to be done is normally transmitted by email just before the Lengthsman’s visit and often 
added to on the day. From now on the work done by the Lengthsman will appear on the Village Web 
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Site. Anyone that spots a job that needs to be done please contact Jim Macartney on 881476 and 
we will put it on the list. 
 
Parish Land - Mr I Hodge: 
The parish land is a huge asset to the village and continues to be much loved and enjoyed by so 
many. 
Over the last year, the common has raised a number of differences in opinion about how it should be 
managed. A new Parish Land Group has been formed to identify issues as they arise and find 
solutions, which take all points of view into consideration.  The formation of the group has also given 
the village a fantastic knowledge base of everything from wildlife to good contractors to use. 
Balham Hill has very kindly been grazed by Mr Chick’s cattle over the course of the year and is in 
very good condition.  I would like to thank the Holloway family for their help, advice and continued 
support with the grazing on the common and to Mr and Mrs Chick for their cattle grazing on Balham 
Hill. Also, thank you to all the volunteers from the Parish Land Group for their ongoing support.  
Thank you to those villagers who have cleared up after their dogs. I look forward to seeing the work 
of the Parish Land Group develop over the coming year. 
 
Highways – Mr M Langdon:  
M Langdon wished to thank everyone who had called him with highways issues over the winter 
period. Last winter we had a very bad spell, but the Council helped us out and came out when called. 
For example they sorted the dropped drain on the A356. Everything overall has run quite smoothly.  
 
Rights of Way – Mr R O'Neil: 
Various works has been undertaken during the year to keep the paths clear and they are generally in 
good repair and the rangers have been very effective in sorting any problems. If anyone has any 
problems with a path please either report it through the County Council web site or let me know and I 
will report it. 
 
5. Reports from Village Organisations: Two extra reports will be read that are not on the agenda. The 
Parish Magazine and the Norton Community Shop Project. 
  
Chiselborough Ladies Group read by H Doodson on behalf of W Morrison 
The ladies group is very well supported especially by newcomers to the village, we have had some 
very good evenings with excellent speakers this year. The fees of £10 a month gives very good 
value. We have 27 members although the usual attendance is closer to 18 a meeting. 
 
Report for Neighbourhood Watch - Co-ordinator: Jim Macartney. 
No report was submitted. Jim Macartney will be standing down as co-ordinator and we will be looking 
for a new volunteer to replace him. 
 
Chiselborough Parochial Church Council – R O’Neill read this on behalf of Rev P Thomas: 
St Peter & St Paul 's church has been serving its parish for possibly 900 years. The church continues 
to be a regular place of worship - usually on three or four Sundays a month. It is also available for 
celebrating people's lives through baptisms, marriages and funerals - two weddings already this year. 
Being part of a larger 4 parish benefice means that for its main morning service there are usually over 
30 people present at Chiselborough - and Chiselborough members regularly worship elsewhere 
across the benefice. Financially 2013 was again a successful year - and also saw the completion of 
the 'lean-to' for storage of mowers and other equipment - ahead of the proposal to incorporate a toilet 
into the North porch.  
The main expenditure of the church is for its "Parish Share" - the contribution each parish makes, 
based on its membership: those who are on the Electoral Roll and worship at last once a month. The 
Parish Share goes towards the costs of running the diocese (which covers the whole of the old 
county of Somerset and consists of c 500 parishes). Two thirds of the income the diocese receives 
comes from parishes, and approximately the same amount goes to pay for clergy. The money that 
the Church Commissioners holds is essentially a pension fund for clergy who retired before 2000. 
St Peter & St Paul's is always grateful for the support it receives from people across the parish - 
particularly its mowers, bell-ringers, flower arrangers, cleaners - and all those who support its fund 
raising activities. It is primarily a place for the worship of God, and for supporting its members as they 
seek to serve God in the community. 
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Village Hall Committee: M Langdon read on behalf of Mr E Venn (Chairman) 
Several projects suggested in the 2012 report were successfully undertaken and completed.  A new 
exterior notice board with village map was installed, the committee room, passageways, toilets and 
kitchen were redecorated and, with the help of a Lottery grant, new staging and stage lighting have 
been obtained.  The lighting equipment has yet to be installed but will hopefully be in place ready for 
the next Christmas Crackers. 
The Committee have decided that the ladies and gentlemens toilets will be tiled, a new carpet is to be 
fitted in the committee room and the exterior of the hall will be decorated.  Quotations for the first two 
items are being obtained. 
Income has been boosted through various events – the Village Fair, Autumn Market, St. George’s 
Day Supper (with total matched by Barclays Bank) and a generous donation from Norton and 
Chiselborough Flower Show. The hall is used on a regular basis by the Art Group, Yoga classes, 
band practices, Library Teapot and Parish Council meetings as well as various other lettings.  The 
Committee is grateful to Mrs Susan Rees and family for the donation of a substantial amount of 
crockery to the hall enabling some of the existing older crockery to be made available for hire. 
I would like to thank Tony Perry for coordinating various events, Mrs Kate Hodge for the secretarial 
work, Mrs Hilary Venn for keeping the books and all of the committee members for their hard work 
and support.  My thanks also go to Mrs Emma Brake for examining the accounts. 
I hope that the existing members – if re-elected – together with perhaps some new members will 
continue to keep the village hall in good repair and an asset for the village. 
 
Parish Lunch Committee H Doodson read on behalf of W Morrison: 
The village lunches seem to go from strength to strength. We were able to give a donation of £200 
the oncology department in Yeovil this year, which seemed appropriate as so many of us in the 
village had been treated there. We hope to keep the price at £5.00 again, although there was talk of 
putting it up to get a dishwasher. 
 
Parish Magazine Bob Fill: 
Circulation is constant we produce about 450 copies each month. Circulation in Chiselborough and 
West Chinnock is very good but more sporadic in Norton due to competing with the Norton 
Newsletter. It is therefore difficult to elicit news out of organisations in Norton that is relevant to 
Chiselborough.  
The format is set as religious content, general news for all villages and specific village news with 
notes at the end. Any feedback is welcomed. This year is the first year in six that the printers have 
passed on cost increases also the size of the magazine has increased from 24 to 28 pages both have 
meant an increase to the cost of production. The cost of advertisements has therefore been 
increased a little. 
 
Norton Shop: Read by H Doodson on behalf of L Maunder: 
We are very pleased to be able to tell you that we are going ahead with our project to have a 
community shop in Norton to serve both Norton and the surrounding villages. WE have received lots 
of offers of help both to give time in the shop and to invest in it. Thank you to everyone who has 
returned a pledge. 
We are now applying for grants to supplement the financial help offered and are talking to those who 
have offered help in the shop. We have made appointments with major wholesale suppliers and are 
considering what will be the best till system and accountancy package to suit our needs. We have 
appointed our Manager and she is helping with all discussions and decisions. 
We are very grateful to Mike Orchard for all he has done over the years to keep the shop going and 
for the huge amount of help and advice he is giving us. We, and the whole community are indebted to 
him for offering to continue running the Post Office for another year. 
On 11th of June there will be a public meeting to give us the opportunity to update you on what is 
happening and to keep everyone informed. 
 
Any Other Business: None 
 
The meeting closed at 7.27pm 
Signed ____________________________               Date _______________________________ 


