
  
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th June 2019 
 

Present:   Mr A Pipe, Mr M Langdon, Mrs J Buckmaster, Dr R Bulley 
In Attendance:  Members of the public, Mr Mark Keating, Mr A. Vaughan, Mr M. Hamlin (Clerk) 
  
 
1: Apologies for absence: Mr R. Brown  
2: Declarations of Interest: Dr R. Bulley (Parochial Church Council)  
3: Public Forum: None  
4: Minutes of the meeting: Held on: 8th May. These were agreed and 

signed. Proposed by Cllr Pipe, seconded by Cllr Langdon. 
Matters arising under: 

 

2017.07.16 Cllr Pipe emailed Gary Warren of County Highways on 20th May 
copied to Cnty Cllr Keating. Mr Warren advised that the remaining 
road markings for reinstatement would be added to the next work 
order. Date for the work to be done was awaited. 

 

2018.11.15.2 An email had been received from Somerset Waste Partnership in reply 
to that sent by the clerk on 10th June. This had asked if there had been 
any change of policy as SWP lorries had always been careful not to 
cause damage stopping at a safe distance, but of late had started 
driving much closer up the narrow lanes greatly increasing the risk of 
damage. The reply was that there had not been any change of policy, 
but there had been an increase in the use of agency staff which could 
be a factor. Fair place was in any event serviced by a smaller vehicle, 
with East Street partly by the small vehicle and partly the standard 
vehicle. A relief driver could have been confused as to the border line. 
Any issues could be raised with the appropriate supervisor if 
registration numbers and details were provided. A full communication 
link with Liz Jones Waste Management Officer was now held should 
there be any problems. 

 

2018.11.15.3 Cllr Pipe advised that an events calendar was now ready to go live on 
the noticeboard. A facility was held there for people to send an email 
giving details of their event which would come to the Clerk and to Cllr 
Pipe. The clerk would post the item on the calendar once the item was 
received. 

 

5: District Councillor’s Report: Anthony Vaughan. Dist Cllr Vaughan 
advised that May had been a busy month with training and the first full 
Council meeting on 21st May. Cllr Vaughan was selected to sit on the 
Housing Appeal Board. The Council had voted to declare a Climate 
and Ecological Emergency which was voted for unanimously. All 
future policies would have to consider how they would be carbon 
neutral. A plan would be put before the executive in the autumn 
containing detailed plans. Cllr Vaughan outlined details of a scheme 
rum by the Woodland Trust where they would provide free trees to 
individuals. Cllr Vaughan to pass details to the clerk. Cllr Vaughan had 
received his planning training and whilst not able to influence Parish 
Councils, was able to give advice as to what constituted material 
issues for planning purposes and to offer guidance. Cllr Vaughan 
advised that he would welcome invitations to parish events so that he 
could get to know the community. His report was on the website. 

 

6: County Councillor’s Report: Mark Keating Cllr Keating’s report was 
on the website. Following the Panorama TV programmes on Social 
Care in Somerset, awareness of the issue had been heightened. 
Children’s Services continued to be a major factor in the allocation of 
resources. A Health and Wellbeing grant would be available from 
September under Somerset County Council’s Small Improvement 
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Scheme, from which Parish Councils can apply to their County 
Councillor if they have a suitable scheme. 

7: 
 
7.1 
 
 
 
 
7.2 

Planning: Richard Brown. Cllr Brown had provided a written report. 
There were no new planning applications. 
 Honey Barn; no new developments, the builder had agreed to abide 
by the last condition which was the planting scheme. The property 
could not be occupied until this had been signed off by the planning 
officer. The property was on the market and it appeared that all the 
planning conditions had been met.  
The clerk advised that a new arrangement was in place to receive 
planning alerts. Any member of the public could set up an account to 
receive alerts. The instructions sent out by the District Council were 
not clear. Cllr Pipe had successfully set up an account after a 
considerable amount of work in making sense of the mechanics of the 
system, and had found a method that worked. Cllr Pipe agreed to 
send out clear step by step instructions on how to successfully set up 
an account. 

 

8: Car Parking on the Common update:  A more detailed map of the 
common had been obtained from Somerset County Council with the 
full register of the common. Cllr Pipe was in the process of 
compressing the map into a more manageable size without losing 
quality and making it into an easier file to manage. Cllr Bulley advised 
that it would be 2 to 3 months during which the register would be 
studied to make sense of it and to evaluate the information before any 
further updates could be issued. 

 

9: Defibrillator Update: The defibrillator had been installed in the 
telephone box earlier today and connected to the electricity supply. 
Arrangements were being made to register it with the ambulance 
service. A village awareness meeting would be arranged facilitated by 
the Community Heartbeat Trust and it was agreed that this should be 
in September. Cllr Buckmaster had started to plot all the house names 
on to a map of the village which would assist in the event of an 
emergency in locating where the defibrillator is located and the 
location of the emergency. The Parish Council would run a Village 
Emergency Telephone Service through CHT, this would rely on up to 
10 volunteers being willing to assist in the event of an emergency. 
More information to be given at the Village Awareness Meeting. CHT 
had provided Defibrillator Stickers for the telephone box and also 
arrowed direction stickers to be placed around the village to help 
locate the defibrillator. Any questions for the Village Awareness 
Meeting to be passed to the clerk. 

 

10: County Council Farm Land Working Party Update: No further 
updates regarding the lease. Noted that some activity had taken place 
regarding surveying of the land. Cllr Keating advised he would follow 
up with Charlie Field progress regarding the lease of the fields to the 
Parish Council. 

 

11: Risk Assessments – assets and Burridge Copse: The asset 
register was now updated with all risk assessments complete. This 
would now be placed on the website. The report following the risk 
assessment of Burridge Copse carried out by Ayers Forestry, had 
been received. The copse was mainly in good health. Some actions 
were needed, in particular the hazels along Skillgate Lane would need 
coppicing and the loose branch suspended over the bridleway would 
need to be removed. Cllr Pipe to obtain quotes for this necessary 
safety work. 

 

12: Community Land Trust: Cllr Pipe advised that an overall profit of 
approximately £800 had been made by the shop over the year (after 
absorbing the loss made by the Post Office). It was emphasised that 
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members of the public should use the Post Office as much as possible 
in order to keep it for as long as possible. 

13: Finance:  
13.1 The annual accounts had been returned by the internal auditor Mr 

Michael Kerr. A report from Mr Kerr was read aloud and the internal 
auditor was satisfied with the standard of the accounts and was 
satisfied that the Parish Council had discharged all its obligations. 
There were no other comments this year from the internal auditor. 
Thanks were expressed to Mr Kerr for his work in auditing the 
accounts. Dates for the exercise of Public Rights were agreed being 
17th June to 26th July. During this period the annual return would be 
available both on the physical Parish Council Noticeboard and on the 
website. Additionally, during that period, members of the Public could 
inspect the accounts on application to Cllr Mervyn Langdon who would 
hold them at his house during that period. 

 

13.2 
 
 
 
13.3 
13.4 
 
13.5 
 
 
13.6 
13.7 

It was resolved to approve payment to Community Heartbeat Trust for 
£1,920 for the defibrillator, cabinet, awareness course and signage. 
It was resolved to approve payment of £162.00 to Community 
Heartbeat Trust for the Annual Support Package Year 1. 
It was resolved to approve payment of £25.00 to SALC for training. 
It was resolved to approve payment of £300.00 to Ayers Forestry Ltd 
for the Risk Assessment of Burridge Copse. 
It was resolved to approve payment of staff costs for the clerk, 
£433.14 wages and expenses, and £93.40 HMRC for tax deducted 
from wages. 
It was resolved to approve payment of £30.00 to SALC for training. 
It was resolved to approve payment of £338.40 to Came & Company 
for the renewal insurance premium. (noted that public liability cover up 
to £10,000,000). 

 

14: Reports: Ranger Cllr Langdon reported that the Ranger was not 
needed at the moment, but that he anticipated that work would be 
required towards the end of the summer to clear gulley’s. Members of 
the public reported that visibility at Cat Head Cross was restricted by 
vegetation and needed cutting back as did the junction by Balham Hill 
from West Chinnock and the junction at Budd Knapp. Cllr Buckmaster 
would enquire if voluntary help would be available to cut the visibility 
splays using the brush cutter. If not, then the Ranger would be asked 
to do it. 

 

 Highways: Cllr Langdon would ask Highways if our verge cut could 
take place as soon as practicable (they had said it could be as late as 
August). Some potholes had been filled. The Odcombe Road 
continued to be problematic with standing water by the gate before the 
hollow. Cllr Langdon to investigate. 

 

 Parish Land: Balham Hill was well maintained with repairs made to 
fencing and gate, sheep and cattle grazing the land. The tenant was 
being kept informed about the Somerset County Land issue. Vigilance 
urged as thefts had taken place from the lower land where the tenant 
had stock and equipment. 

 

 Common: Arrangements had been for a picnic on the Common on 6th 
July from 4:00pm. Bring your own food and a plate to share. Publicity 
to be arranged. Bracken bashing to be arranged for later in July. 
Waitrose had chosen Friends of Chiselborough Common for 
fundraising during June. Hoping to put this towards tools and 
equipment. Hopefully in the Autumn Stuart Wright would be arranging 
a hedge laying team to come from the National Trust in Montacute, 
laying the top hedge. This could be opened to the public who wished 
to learn about hedge laying for a charge. 53 different species of wild 
flowers had been noted on the common, a white-tailed bee’s nest and 
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slow worms. To preserve wildlife, it was proposed to hold off cutting 
the common until late summer subject to safety issues should there be 
a long hot spell. The bird feeders at Phoenix Path had in fact been 
destroyed by badgers. They had been replaced. Thanks expressed to 
Ian Hodge for donating £10 towards this cost. 

 Burridge Copse: Cllr Pipe was compiling notes for a draft policy for 
use of the copse for companies, people authorised to use the copse 
and for general good practice for use. This would ensure general 
protection of the copse which had evolved over many years. This 
would be circulated to the Parish Council for further discussion. 
Quotes would be obtained for the safety work by Cllr Pipe. It was 
noted that there is a fairly blind sheer drop from the copse on to 
Skillgate Lane which could be dangerous, agreed to look at making 
this safer by marking it with some branches. Additionally, steps would 
be taken to mark the border between Burridge and Singles Copse. 

 

 Rights of Way: The finger post with the hole near the Church could 
be replaced by a standard post with an arrow free of cost. There would 
be some expense to replace it like for like as it is not a standard post. 
Cllr Pipe to explore how much it would cost to replace like for like with 
Les from Somerset County Council. 
Cllr Pipe to investigate what tree work had taken place near the 
Chinnock boundary with Burridge Copse as CPC had not authorised 
any work and workmen were there early on the morning of 12th June. 

 

   
15: Correspondence: None   
   
16: Points for New Business: None  
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 10th July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


