
 
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th December 2018 
 

Present:   Mr R Brown, Mr A Pipe, Mr M Langdon, Mrs J Buckmaster, Dr R Bulley 
In Attendance:  Members of the public, Mr M. Hamlin (Clerk). 
  
 
1: Apologies for absence: Mr Mark Keating  
2: Declarations of Interest: None  
3: Public Forum: An idea was put forward to solve Village Hall and 

Parish Council storage shortage by utilising part of the bus shelter, or 
building a new shelter beside it and using the whole bus shelter for 
storage, or building a separate store beside the shelter. Noted that the 
storage issue related mainly to the Village Hall, but there were some 
items that belonged to the Parish Council not least the new strimmer 
which needed to be secured. A group of villagers were prepared to 
carry out the work for free. There being no obvious objections, and 
agreed that prima facia the idea was good, it would therefore receive 
further consideration and discussion by the Parish Council. 

 

4: Minutes of the meeting: Held on:  14th November. These were 
agreed and signed, proposed by Cllr Langdon, Seconded by Cllr Pipe. 
Matters arising under: 

 

2017.07.16 No further communication had been received about the road markings 
since Cllr Pipe re-sent his email dated 25th July, directly after the 
November meeting at the request of Cnty Cllr Keating who was not in 
attendance to give an update. 

 

2018.11.15.1 Cllr Pipe had contacted the householder at Pibditch following the 
incident in November when he had been clipped by a speeding car. In 
accordance with Cllr Keating’s advice, he had been asked to report 
the matter to the police. No reply had been received. Cllr Pipe agreed 
to follow it up with him. 

 

2018.11.15.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2018.11.15.3 

Cllr Brown had written to Somerset County Council Highways 
Department and requested that a Highways Engineer visit the village 
and advise on the options available to help prevent large delivery 
vehicles causing damage and disruption. A reply was awaited. Further 
examples of damage were cited including an incident in Cat Street and 
one in North Street so the issue was village wide. It was emphasised 
that wherever possible photographic evidence should be gathered and 
incidents reported to the police. 
Consideration would be given to the Calendar/welcome pack idea by 
the Parish Councillors in the new year. 

 

5: District Councillor’s Report: Ric Pallister: Cllr Pallister was not 
present (apologies were received after the meeting from Cllr Pallister 
who explained that he was delayed in Chard by a complex planning 
meeting). 

 

6: County Councillor’s Report: Mark Keating: Cllr Keating had sent 
his apologies. His December report was on the village website. 

 

7: Planning: Richard Brown  
 18/02937/HOU – Siting of an oil tank and boiler 3, Taylors Orchard. 

This had been allowed with conditions (see web site), the boiler 
manufacture had been unable to supply details of the level of noise 
emitted by the boiler. 

 

 Honey Barn – no further information had been received. It was noted 
that activity was taking place. The Parish Council had been assured 
by Dst Cllr Pallister at the last meeting that this was being monitored 
by the planning officer. 
In reply to a question from the floor, Cllr Brown advised that the Parish 
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Council relied on near neighbours to alert them to planning 
contraventions so that they could in turn alert the planning authority. It 
was not the case that the Planning Team had the resources to 
supervise closely all building projects, so input from parish level was 
important. 

8: Car Parking on the Common: Information was still in the process of 
being gathered. There was a lot of research to be done and possible 
legal implications. Research would continue. 

 

9: Defibrillator: The amount in the defibrillator fund stood at £1,602.50. 
Additionally, the proceeds of Christmas Crackers would be added to 
this. The Clerk had been in contact with the Heartbeat Trust who had 
adopted the phone box. They had offered to come and talk to the 
Parish Council about their offer to work with the Council to provide a 
complete package. Alternatively, the Parish Council could make their 
own provision. Depending on the final amount of the fund, a decision 
would be made as to whether fundraising would continue to provide a 
second machine. A meeting would be arranged for the new year. 

 

10: County Council Farm Land Sub-committee update: No 
communication had been received since the last meeting. The matter 
could not be progressed until further information was received from 
the County Council. 

 

11: Risk Assessments – Progress with Risk Assessment of Assets 
and Burridge Copse: Cllr Pipe had completed the assessment of 
risks faced by the Council and how the Parish Council had mitigated 
them. On 22nd November Cllr Pipe and Martyn had completed an 
assessment of the assets and noted any deficiencies. One bench on 
the Common had a slat missing. In the course of the assessment it 
was discovered that there is a bench on the Phoenix Path which was 
not on the asset register. This bench was in good condition and 
agreed that it would be a good idea to move it to a place where it 
would be used although it was cemented in. Additionally, the bench at 
the top of Balham Hill was not on the asset register. Cllr Pipe agreed 
to circulate the assessments to the Parish Council once his computer 
had been returned from being repaired. 
Cllr Pipe agreed to contact Graham Wheeler, a tree surgeon living in 
Taylors Orchard, and ask him to conduct a Risk Assessment of the 
trees on Burridge Copse. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP/ 
Cllr Pipe 

12: Community Land Trust: Francesca Chignell would receive training in 
February to qualify her to become an alcohol licence holder for the 
shop and the Village Hall who were splitting the cost of the training 
with the CLT. The Section 278 agreement for Minchingtons Close 
remained outstanding, although the street lighting was now connected 
and working very effectively. An application was in the process of 
being made for a charitable grant which if successful would enable the 
solar array to be installed which would provide income for use by the 
CLT. A party for shop volunteers was being held on 9th January and 
also in January a taster day would take place where it was hoped new 
volunteers would come forward after having had the opportunity to 
experience volunteering and help to replace the diminishing numbers 
of volunteers working in the shop. 

 

13: Finance:   
13.1 It was resolved to pay the sum of £100 to Chiselborough Village Hall 

to cover the hire of the hall for 10 Parish Council Meetings. 
 

13.2 It was resolved to pay the sum of £426.55 to M. Hamlin to cover 
wages and expenses for the quarter to 30th November. 

 

13.3 It was resolved to pay the sum of £92.00 to HMRC being Income Tax 
deducted from staff wages. 
Review of budget: The Parish Council had received copies of the 
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bank statements to 30th November, cash book to 30th November, 
current expenditure to November 2018 and forecast to the year end. 
The Parish Council were satisfied that expenditure was on track 
against budget and that the Council would be able to function and 
carry out all its obligations for the rest of the year. The Council were 
satisfied that proper accounting procedures were being observed and 
were satisfied that the amounts shown in the cash book and the bank 
reconciliation document, matched the amount of money shown on the 
last bank statements. The Parish Council had roughly a year and a 
half worth of running costs held in reserve to cover contingencies. The 
aim would be to preserve this as a safeguard. A meeting to set the 
precept for 2019/20 would be held in January.  

14: Reports: Ranger Cllr Langdon reported that the Ranger had not been 
used in December and there was nothing further to report. (possible 
gulley clearance along Norton Road when money available from 
Highways rather than using Ranger). 

 

 Highways: Cllr Langdon reported that Mike Fear (Highways 
Supervisor), had now retired. His assisted Lee, had attended that day 
and had advised that jetting would take place over the next few days 
of the gulley near the A356 which was causing frequent flooding. If the 
jetting did not solve the problem, then investigations further into the 
field would be carried out. Lee reported that upon jetting at Balham Hill 
Farm, a crayfish had been found in the drain. 
Cllr Langdon advised that he would report the poor surface of the road 
between Haunts and Bud Knapp which was now down to the 
hardcore. Likewise, near Templeman’s Farm on the Yeovil road a tree 
root had come through the tarmac. Cllr Bulley suggested that regular 
walks of every road could be carried out by members of the Parish 
Council in order to be proactive rather than reactive and make regular 
reports with photographic evidence. This idea would be taken forward. 

 

 Parish Land: No new information to report.  
 Common: Cllr Buckmaster reported that the brush cutter had been 

well used and nettles cut under the cherry trees and beyond. 
Foxgloves and natural cyclamen had been planted under the cherry 
trees. Brambles at the top of the common had been cut and it was 
hoped to arrange a Working Party to help complete this. It had been 
decided to keep the nettles under control by constant cutting rather 
than using herbicide. A new path had been cut with the brush cutter to 
the bench at the top of the upper common and it was hoped to prune 
the lime tree and use the branches to make some steps to improve the 
access. Graham Wheeler had agreed to join the committee and would 
help with the lime tree work and lend his expertise on tree matters. 
It was hoped to arrange the Working Party for Monday or Tuesday 
January 14th or 15th and volunteers would be asked to bring loppers to 
help cut up the brambles ready for burning. 
A dawn chorus bird walk would take place on April 6th followed by 
bacon butties. (13th if weather bad). 
A list of all the wildlife on the common would be compiled and 
research was taking place into applying for a lottery grant to help look 
after the wildlife. 
It was hoped to arrange a talk on biodiversity later in the year. 
A date for a summer picnic would be set in March. 
The yellow dumpy bag of builder’s rubbish had been emptied and 
removed. The public were urged to be vigilant and report immediately 
any siting of rubbish being dumped as proof was needed of the 
perpetrators for any action to be taken. 
Cllr Buckmaster was discussing with Mr Holloway whether or not 
sheep grazing would take place on the common. 
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 Burrridge Copse: Cllr Pipe reported that the scout group were 
pleased that a generous offer had been made of railway sleepers to 
improve the access into the copse. They would start to prepare the 
ground and Cllr Pipe would liaise with David Barnard to arrange 
collection. Thanks expressed to Mr Barnard for his generosity. 

 

 Rights of Way: Cllr Pipe reported that the permissive path running 
from Townsend Villas along the field to the oak tree (which saved 
people from having to walk along the road), was currently closed as 
sheep were grazing the field. Mr Holloway advised that once the 
sheep were gone the path would be reopened. 
Cllr Pipe was working with Lez from Somerset County Council 
regarding the path along Hempalong. The path was very unevenly 
surfaced and the railings were dilapidated. It was hoped that as soon 
as funds were available that the railing would be repaired. This would 
be a cheaper option than resurfacing the path so likely that the railings 
would be repaired first. The faults were shown on the SCC ROAM 
website which could be used by the public to report faults. 

 

15: Correspondence: None   
16: Points for New Business: None  
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 13th February 2019 
 
 
 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


