
 

 

 
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th of July 2014 
 

At the start of the meeting the Chairman explained that following a query from a Parishioner at the 
June meeting we should in fact have re-elected the Chairman of the Parish Council as the first action 
of the May meeting. He explained that we would therefore go through this process now before any 
other business.  
The Chairman asked if there were any proposals for Chairman. Helen proposed that RO continued in 
the role of Chairman and IH seconded this proposal. The Chairman then completed the Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office form, which the Clerk witnessed. 
The Chairman then suggested that we reconsidered the position of Vice Chairman and asked for 
proposals for Vice Chairman. ML proposed that HD should take up this role. IH seconded this 
proposal. 
 
Present:  Mr R O’Neill, Mr I Hodge, Mrs H Doodson, Mr M Langdon  
             
In Attendance:   10 Members of the Public, District Councillor Ric Pallister and County Councillor 
Marcus Fysh 
  
2.01: Apologies for Absence: Mr Jim Macartney   
2.02: Declarations of Interest: R O’Neill Church matters as Church Warden  
   
3.01: Public Forum: A parishioner commented that the footpath leading from 

Fair Place up onto the common was becoming quite overgrown. Another 
parishioner confirmed that they had now cut this area with a scythe. 

 

3.02: It was noted that the land around the telephone exchange was getting 
very overgrown. RO explained that he had emailed BT about this in the 
past and would do this again. 

RO 
 

3.03: The current residents at Little Brympton came along to introduce 
themselves and explain their situation. RO explained the legal position 
with regards to planning for the dwelling and explained that we need to 
wait to hear from the planners regarding this. 

 
 
 

   
4: Minutes of the meeting: Held on the 11th of June 2014 were agreed as a 

correct copy and signed. Matters arising under: 
 

2014.06.3.01 RO had clarified to the relevant parties the problem with the footpath 
between Chiselborough and Norton. He has not had a response on this 
as yet but hopes to get an update from RP later in the meeting. 

 

2014.06.3.02 RO clarified that the work done by the Ranger was at the top of Old Road   
2014.06.3.03 RO confirmed that the annual election of Chairman was a statutory 

requirement and that this had now been carried out at the beginning of 
the meeting. 

 

2014.06.3.05 This will be discussed later in the meeting in the County Councillors 
Report 

 

2014.05.3.01 We are still awaiting feedback from RP regarding the testing of the 
problem tree. 

 

2014.05.3.04 A PDF version of the 2010/11 accounts is now on the website  
2014.06.13.03 The Clerk had asked that the blocked stream near Springfield was added 

to the Rangers job list, but it was though to be clear. After discussion it 
was decided that it may need jetting and this was probably a job for 
Highways ML will consult with Highways on this. 

ML 

2014.06.13.04  The path alongside the Church has now been cleared.  
2014.06.13.04 The area around Cat Head Cross has now been cut back by the Ranger.  
   
5: Community Land Trust:  
 The CLT have raised £30,250 so far for the Community Shop but are still  
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trying to raise £27,000. The local Parish Councils have been asked for a 
donation and various grant applications are underway. 

   
6: Flood Alleviation Pool:  
 We are still awaiting a report on this.  
   
7: A356 Speed Limit:  
 We will get an update on this from MF later in the meeting. However RO 

has heard through discussion that a meeting will take place this week to 
decide the course of action.  

 

   
8: Parish Council Website:  
 There are no problems with the site and it is working well.  
    
9: Planning: Helen Doodson  
9:01 Application – Strapp Farmhouse, East Street – The carrying out of 

internal work to damp proof the walls in hallway. It was decided that 
these are essential works and the Councillors were happy for these to go 
ahead. 

 

9:02 Application – Waggoners Cottage – Erection of dwellinghouse with 
associated parking and the erection of a double carport for Waggoners 
Cottage. The Parish Council agree in principal to a dwelling on the site 
but are unhappy with various elements of the plan: 
-The house needs to be set back further so that a layby remains in front 
of the property for on street parking. This would also reduce privacy 
concerns.  
- The plans should comply with the guidance in the Village Plan and be 
not more than two stories high with limited glass. 
-The ridge height should be the same as Waggoners Cottage.  
-The carport needs to be set back from the road to avoid problems 
reversing onto North Street.  
-North Street would also need to remain open at all times during 
construction so a layby would need to be formed at commencement of 
the work. 

 

   
10: Finance:  
10:01 The Council had received a letter from the Norton Community Land Trust 

asking for a grant from the Parish Council for the Community Shop. After 
discussion the Councillors decided the shop was used extensively by 
people within the village and that the Council should therefore support it. 
HD proposed we give a grant of £500, ML seconded and all agreed.  

 

   
11: District Councillor’s Report: Ric Pallister  
11:01 RP gave an update on the flooding situation. £3 million will be given to 

widen the river Sowey and a further £6 million in future years.  
The Flood Plan is continuing to move forward - The Thorney ring bank 
and the raising of the road between Muchelney and Drayton will be in 
place by this winter.  
£8 Million needs to be raised each year in Somerset to continue to 
maintain the Flood Plan. It is expected that everyone in the catchment 
area will need to pay the tax, possibly £30 a year. A Rivers Board will be 
set up. 
Everyone throughout the country will pay a flood tax as part of their home 
insurance next year. 

 

11:02 SSDC have employed interns for a nine month period in various 
departments. This has helped these people to obtain employment 
afterwards. 

 

11:03 RP gave an update on the situation with the footpath between  
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Chiselborough and Norton. A diversion order is going in and all the 
existing footpaths will be joined up eventually. 

11:04 RO asked RP about getting the condition of the tree near the telephone 
exchange tested with a meter. RP will look into this. 

RP 

   
12: County Councillor’s Report: Councillor Marcus Fysh  

 
12:01 A new Chief Executive of the County Council was appointed in May  
12:02 MF will be attending a meeting next week to discuss the initial proposal 

for improvements to the A356. This will then be communicated with the 
effected Parishes. 

 

12:03 An exhibition is taking place regarding plans for the A303. A study is 
taking place on the road from the M3 all the way down to Exeter. 

 

12:04  MF came to Chiselborough recently to discuss traffic speeds in the 
village. SCC would support if Chiselborough decided a speed limit should 
be put in place, however street furniture would need to be put in place 
and it was thought that a speed limit would not have too much effect 
anyway. Chiselborough may also need to pay for the implementation. 
Colin Fletcher will be able to explain the principals of what is involved in 
having a speed limit. ML will speak to Colin to find out what these are. 

ML 

12:05 MF will check on the progress of the report on the Flood Alleviation Pool. 
An email exchange had also taken place between a Parishioner and SCC 
regarding drains overflowing on East Street during bad weather. The 
drain had been checked and there was no problem with it, it was thought 
the problem was solely due to the amount of water.  
MF is in the process of arranging a meeting with the Area Highways 
Team to clarify a programme of works. 

MF 

   
13:01 Reports: Ranger/Lengthsman: All routine – jobs carried out as listed on 

the website. 
 

13:02 Parish Land: Nothing to report  
13:03 Highways: ML will clarify the situation regarding the email 

correspondence about the drains on East Street. 
ML spoke to Highways regarding the sign at Cat Head Cross – the top 
needs to be cut off a new sleeve inserted and the new sign needs to be 
dropped over the top. Highways cannot confirm when they will be able to 
do this for us. RO/IH will go and take a look at it and see if they can do 
the repair. 

ML 
 
 
 

RO/IH 

13.04 Rights of Way: Nothing to report other than the Norton footpath 
diversion already discussed. 

 

   
14: Correspondence: Letter received regarding David Laws advice centre. 

He will be in Chiselborough on 29th of July. Poster has been displayed on 
the noticeboard. 

 

   
15: Points for new business:   
 Discuss refurbishment of the Parish Noticeboard.  
 
RO reminded everyone there is no meeting in August. The next Council Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 10th of September 2014 at 7.30pm 
 
 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


