
 

 

 
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th of November 2014 
 

Present:   Mr I Hodge, Mrs H Doodson, Mr M Langdon  
In Attendance:  District Councillor Ric Pallister, 11 Members of the Public. 
 
At the start of the meeting Helen Doodson read a statement, which had been agreed by the Parish 
Council. As a small Parish Council it has been our policy to hold relatively informal meetings and 
allow the public to join in discussions. We now intend to change that policy. We intend to follow the 
guidance from SALC whereby after the public forum the public have no further participation in the 
meeting unless requested to do so by the Chairman. 
  
2.01: Apologies for Absence: Mr R O’Neill, County Councillor Marcus Fysh 

 
 

2.02: Declarations of Interest: None  
   
3.01: Public Forum: There is an on going issue with flooding on East Street 

and they are struggling to get assistance from Highways. The drains are 
blocked. ML has chased Highways on this several times. Highways have 
said they suspect there is a broken pipe but would not be able to sort this 
until next year. IH suggested we get a private contractor in to clear it. RP 
will speak to SDCC engineers to establish the issue and potential cost of 
repair. 

 
 
 
 
 

RP 

   
4: Minutes of the meeting: Held on the 8th of October 2014. These were 

agreed as a correct copy and signed. Matters arising under: 
 

2014.10.3.02 Cllr Macartney’s resignation will be discussed later in the agenda.  
2014.10.3.03 Internal Auditor will be discussed later in the agenda.  
2014.09.3.01 The Clerk was unable to confirm but stated that RO had planned to 

deposit old minutes at the Heritage Centre soon after the October 
meeting. 

 

2014.09.3.04 IH has chased again to see if he can get the gate back for Hempalong 
Path but has not had a response. He suspects it has been lost. He will 
continue to chase. 

IH 

2014.06.13.03 Chase Highways for camera footage of the blocked drain near 
Springfield. A way forward with this issue has already been discussed in 
the public forum. 

 

2014.07.12.04 Look into the cost of 20mph is plenty. ML will contact Highways on this ML 
2014.02.4.02 Work with the Ranger on repairs to sign at Cat Head Cross. ML explained 

we are unable to do this. Highways are getting onto sub-contractors to try 
and get this repaired asap. 

ML 

2014.10.5.01 Feedback on the tree near the telephone exchange blocking light. There 
is now a planning application in progress, which will mean the tree in 
question would be taken down. HD suggested we await the application 
outcome. If the application does go ahead BT will be contacted to deal 
with the other trees around that area also. 

 

2014.10.6.03 IH has taken some photos of the Flood Alleviation Pool and checked on 
two separate occasions. On both occasions the pool had filled with water 
after heavy rain and two days later the pool had emptied. IH said he 
therefore thinks the pool is doing its job. 

 

2014.10.7.02 KP did put a note in the parish magazine regarding the community shop.  
2014.10.10  Website work will be covered later in the agenda.  
2014.10.11 IH has repaired the Parish noticeboard at a cost of £21.67.  
2014.10.15.04 A new barrier and handrail have not been installed on the steps on the 

Chiselborough – Norton Path as yet but are due to be done. 
KP 
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5: District Councillor’s Report Ric Pallister  
5.01 RP had spoken to the South West Audit Partnership and SSDC’s 

Monitoring Officer regarding the appointment of an Internal Auditor who 
have confirmed that the Parish Council do not need to advertise the post 
if they have an individual who is volunteering to do the work for them. 

 

5.02 RP explained that the new financial regulations in relation to Parish 
Council business are designed for large Town Councils and not for small 
Parishes such as Chiselborough. An element of pragmatism has to be 
applied and issues around purchasing and expenditure need to be dealt 
with in a way that suits the Council in question. 

 

5.03 SSDC has set aside £600k of money to take the roll out of Superfast 
Broadband across Devon and Somerset from 90% to 95%. They are only 
prepared to release that money as an investment when they know exactly 
who it will benefit and how businesses are being provided for. 

 

5.04 25% of Council Tax paid to SSDC is spent on waste collection from 
homes. The more put in the black bin the higher the bill for disposal, 
every year this rises. There will be a major awareness raising campaign 
getting underway soon with “no food waste” stickers being provided for 
black bin lids. RP was asked if compost bins could be offered to 
households RP will look into this. 

 
 
 
 

RP 

5.05 RP gave a brief report on the progress being made with the 20 year 
Flood Plan. Work is currently being carried out on the 8km dredge near 
Burrowbridge, the new spillway to enable the River Sowy to get past the 
existing sluice and the ring bank to protect Thorney. The question of who 
will pay the annual bill of £2.7m to maintain flood defences and dredging 
standards will come to a head soon. 

 

5.06 The Citizens Advice Bureau are now back in SSDC’s Petters House.  
   
6: Planning:  
6.01 Application – The Croft, East Street. Erection of a retaining wall. The 

Councillors were happy and had no objections to this application. 
 

6.02 Application – Waggoners Cottage, North Street. Erection of one 
dwellinghouse with associated access, parking and erection of a double 
carport for Waggoners Cottage. The Councillors were happy and had no 
objections to this application. 

 

   
7: County Councillor’s Report Marcus Fysh:  
 No report this month as MF is not present.  
   
8: Cllr Macartney’s resignation and Declaration of Casual Vacancy:  
 HD explained that we have two choices we either carry on as we are with 

four Councillors or we co-opt someone to take over the supervision of the 
Ranger up until the elections. ML agreed to take over the supervision of 
the Ranger temporarily. IH suggested we start to advertise for new 
Councillors now for next year so that people have time to think about it 
prior to the upcoming elections in May. KP will advertise in the Parish 
Mag and on the website. 

 
 
 
 
 

KP 

   
9:  Community Land Trust:  
 The Community Shop seems to be running fine.  
   
10: Flood Alleviation Pool: This has already been discussed under matters 

arising. 
 

    
11: A356 Speed Limit: We are still awaiting feedback on the final 

consultation. 
 

   
12: Parish Council Website:   
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 KP is continuing to update all going well.  
   
13: Parish Noticeboard Refurbishment:  
 This has already been discussed under matters arising.  
   
14: New Legislation For Local Government: Film Policy  
 KP has received an email from SSDC with details on their policy in light 

of the new legislation. Chiselborough may be able to use this policy as a 
guide and adapt to suit. Councillors to read prior to the December 
meeting. 

ALL 

   
15: Finance:   
15:01 Cheque for £240 payable to R Bailey for two cuts of the common was 

signed. 
 

15:02  Cheque for £21.67 payable to I Hodge for parts to repair the noticeboard 
was signed. 

 

15.03 It was decided that the precept setting and the Council accounts and 
budget would be discussed in the December meeting once KP had 
attended a relevant meeting at the Council Offices. 

 

15.04 HD explained the council have decided that the current Auditor will stay in 
post for the rest of this financial year and this will be looked at again once 
new Councillors are in place in May. 

 

   
16.01: Reports: Lengthsman: No report this month.  
16:02: Parish Land: Nothing new to report this month.  
16.03: Highways. ML will continue to chase regarding the drains in East Street.  

Ml was asked to speak to Highways regarding a very deep pothole on the 
road from Chiselborough to Norton by the first gate to see if we could get 
it repaired.  The drains near the turning onto the A356 have now been 
jetted which will hopefully stop any further flooding. 

ML 

16.04: Rights Of Way: No report this month.  
   
17: Correspondence:   
17.01: A letter was received outlining plans for a community based fund-raising 

event for West Chinnock Primary School. After discussion it was decided 
that more information about location would be needed before the Parish 
Council could support it. 

 

17.02: Details were received on the Somerset Library Services Consultation. KP 
will put details of this on the Parish website. 

KP 

17.03: Emails were received about the collection of grit bags and advising 
Highways if any grit bins in the village need filling ML will sort this. 

ML 

17.04: Details were received on a public meeting hosted by SSDC on the 20 
year flood action plan on the 24th of November. KP will put on the 
website. 

KP 

   
18: Points for New Business: IH suggested that we spend some of the 

money saved on the noticeboard repairs on the millennium sign, which 
needs re-staining and the letters need to be white rather than black. Also 
can the Parish noticeboard be repainted every 3 years. 
 

 

 
The next Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 10th of December 2014 at 7.30pm 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


