
 
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th June 2020 by videoconference 
 

Present:   Mr R Brown, Mr A Pipe, Mrs J Buckmaster, Dr R Bulley 
In Attendance:  Members of the public, Mr O. Patrick, Mr M. Hamlin (Clerk). 
  
 
1: Apologies for absence: Cllr M. Langdon, C. Cllr M. Keating  
2: Declarations of Interest: Dr R. Bulley PCC & item 8 planning  
3: Public Forum: None  
4: Minutes of the meeting: Held on:  13th May. These having been 

circulated were taken as read, were agreed, and signed. 
Matters arising under: 

 

2018.11.15.3 
Calendar/welcome 
pack 

Cllr Pipe had circulated a first draft of the welcome pack to 
Councillors. Some refinements would be carried out including 
mobile broadband average speed and coverage (clerk to provide 
Vodafone stats). Revised draft to be reissued and Councillors to 
consider best way to make available to new residents. 

 
 

AP/Clerk/Cllr 
Pipe. 

2019.09.14 Water 
drainage from 
Common 

Thanks expressed to Mr John Ball for providing a list of names 
of those residents who were willing to be part of a Working 
Party. The Parish Council had taken the matter forward but were 
unable to do any more and it was now a private matter.  The 
Parish Council advised that a Working Party should be formed 
by residents to establish the problem and solution. Noted that as 
common land is involved the Parish Council would need to be 
appraised of developments. Agreed that in the first instance Mr 
John Ball and Mr James Macartney to form a Working Party with 
the aim of establishing the cause and solution to the problem, 
and report back to the Parish Council in September. D.Cllr 
Patrick advised that he was in the process of following up with 
SSDC about the attenuation pond whether or not this was 
pertinent to the problem and would take it forward as case work 
and would liaise with Mr Ball. 

 

2019.12/12 
Update on new 
mower damage 

Cllr Brown reported that the damage had been repaired and was 
in fact only an £8.00 repair of one of the cutter bars. The PCC 
wished to thank the Parish Council for providing the mower 
which was working well. 

 

2020.05.14 Yard 
Lane pothole and 
road closure. 

Cllr Bulley reported that C.Cllr had been consulted. Noted that 
the road closure was impacting severely on business and 
residents and was a severe road safety risk. C.Cllr Keating and 
the Highways Supervisor had both advised that the matter was 
high on the list of prioritised work. Noted that the signage in 
place for the resurfacing work had been very badly placed and in 
fact were obliterating the view of drivers coming on the A356. 
Agreed that another email needed to be sent to Mark Keating by 
the clerk. 

 
 
 
 
 

AP/Clerk 

5: District Councillor’s Report: Oliver Patrick D.Cllr Patrick had 
distributed a written report available to view on the website. He 
highlighted that SSDC was projected to take a hit of 10 million 
pounds due to coronavirus which could result in a rethink of 
some of the major projects. Good news was that Yeovil for 
Families who work with families in poverty had been allocated 
nearly one million pounds over three years to help alleviate 
poverty and support that work. Following the Great Tree Give 
away D.Cllr Patrick appealed for residents to water any young 
saplings that were near them during hot weather. The 
Crewkerne Link Road had been given the Go Ahead with the 
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resulting development for the area. 
6: County Councillor’s Report: Mark Keating. C.Cllr Keating 

was unable to be present and had not submitted a written report. 
(Subsequently received after the meeting and available to view 
on the website). 

 

7: 
Planning: Richard Brown There had been no new planning 
applications and no developments on existing applications. 

 

8:  VETS update, laminated maps for responders. Cllr 
Buckmaster reported that all the maps had been distributed to 
the responders. Agreed that as soon as lockdown is finished 
would need to have a meeting of all the responders to refresh 
procedures that need to be followed. Further agreed that if in 
fact restrictions on face to face meetings continues, this may 
need to be a virtual meeting. Cllr Buckmaster to liaise with 
Martyn who would assist Cllr Buckmaster to set up a zoom 
meeting. Thanks were expressed to Brian Wickins for all his 
work with the maps both the responder’s maps and the 
community map in the bus shelter which was a great asset for 
the village. 

 

9. Community Land Trust: Cllr Pipe reported that focus remained 
with the shop, no board meetings had taken place. Deliveries to 
local villages were well organised and the work was well 
covered by volunteer drivers from each village. The 
Chiselborough Volunteer system coordinated by Andrew at the 
Cat Head continued to work well and thanks had been 
expressed to the volunteer who was collecting and delivering 
prescriptions. Cllr Pipe expressed thanks on behalf of the CLT 
for the support for the Norton Shop which was greatly 
appreciated. 

 

10: Environmental Issues: Grant reported that the survey from 
SSDC had been completed following the input received from 
Councillors, the Tree Warden and villagers which was very 
helpful in completing the survey and ensuring it reflected the 
view of the village. 

 

11: Finance:  
11.1 It was resolved to pay £432.28 for Clerk’s wages and expenses 

for the quarter ending 31/05/20 and £102.60 for the Income Tax 
deducted from wages. 

 

11.2 It was resolved to pay £162.00 to the Community Heartbeat 
Trust for the Annual Support for the defibrillator it being the 
anniversary of when the defibrillator was acquired.  

 

11.3 A bill had been received for £216.00 from CHT for VETS System 
renewal. Upon enquiry CHT confirmed that this invoice was sent 
in error. (The VETS renewal was not due until later in the year 
and would not in any even include set up costs). 

 

12. Risk Assessments. Following distribution of the risk 
assessments to the Parish Council, Cllr Buckmaster had asked 
Graham Wheeler to quote for necessary work to make the 
benches on the common safe. His opinion was that the only one 
requiring safety work was the one at the very top which had two 
broken rails and 20 corroded bolts that needed replacing, His 
estimate for this work was £70.00 It was resolved proposed by 
Cllr Brown, seconded by Cllr Pipe to accept the estimate. It was 
agreed that as the other benches did not require safety work to 
leave them as they are. Non-urgent remedial work which would 
be done by the Common Working party was to level off the slab 
bench at the bottom of the common and the picnic bench under 
the cherry trees just to level off where one corner had made it 
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sink a bit and hammer in a few nails that had loosened. 
The Clerk reported that Stuart Wright had advised that he would 
produce his machinery operating tickets as soon as possible as 
they were currently unavailable being held by the National Trust. 

 
Follow 

up/Clerk 

13: Reports from Councillors:  
 Ranger: The Ranger had not been used.   
 Highways: A hazel tree fell down in Skillgate Lane on 6th June. 

Highways response had been very swift. Thanks were 
expressed to Cllr Bulley who had coordinated the response. 
Thanks were expressed to Graham Wheeler who had cut the 
visibility splay at Cat Head Cross which had made it much easier 
to see the oncoming traffic and made the cross safer. 

 

 Parish Land: A Working Party Meeting had taken place and an 
email sent to Charlie Field of Somerset County Council. Debate 
continued within the Working Party. Response from SCC was 
that the development site was earmarked for auction in the 
autumn and then more specific talks could take place, noting 
that SCC felt that the requests made within the email were within 
scope of SCC view and that there was no objection to the 
garden area being included within any lease. Comments 
received from Councillors and Working Party members basically 
that no firm answers were being received and that it was difficult 
to move forward without some degree of certainty of what we 
were working towards. Cllr Bulley to look at the reply again from 
Charlie Field and work out a way forward possibly asking for 
further support from C.Cllr Keating. Cllr Bulley to instruct Clerk of 
any particular action required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP/Cllr 
Bulley 

 Common: Cllr Buckmaster reported that the Wildflower list was 
almost complete, Bridget Wright had kindly offered to add 
general information about each species. Once receive the list 
could go on the website. 
It was proposed by Cllr Bulley, seconded by Cllr Pipe that the 
Parish Council supported Cllr Buckmaster’s request to apply to 
The Tree Council for a disease resistant Elm tree to be planted 
on the common for future generations to enjoy. This would be at 
a cost of £300 to £400. It was quite a difficult application to 
complete. Agreed that help would be available from other 
Councillors, and from Grant, and Stuart Wright was already 
helping. 
It was agreed in principle that it would be a good idea for the flat 
area at the higher part of the lower common near the lime tree 
which is away from the road, be flattened and kept mown, as a 
space where people could sit and children could play. It would 
take quite a bit of organising and there would be some work 
involved to get it ready so probably not be able to do it for this 
year. Agreed that Cllr Buckmaster to progress and report back to 
next meeting. 
The small gate at the start of the Old Road track had fallen off 
it’s hinges and was just lying at the side of the road. Whilst not 
specifically a Parish Council responsibility, it was agreed that it 
needed to be re-hung and the Parish Council in principle agreed 
to bear the cost. Cllr Buckmaster to investigate further, asking 
Graham Wheeler for a quote and report back. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ap/Cllr 
Buckmaster 

 
 
 
 

AP/Cllr 
Buckmaster 

 Burridge Copse: Cllr Pipe reported that following recent high 
winds he had walked the copse. One tree near the West 
Chinnock border had fallen inwards but was not causing any 
problem. All the trees seemed to be in good order. Cllr Pipe 
agreed to follow up with Ayers Forestry, a quote for a roadside 
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risk assessment which had been recommended be carried out 
annually.  

AP/Cllr Pipe. 

 Rights of Way Footpaths: Communications had been received 
from C.Cllr Mark Keating and from Martin Harris Bridge 
Technician Somerset County Council regarding the closed 
footpath between Chiselborough and Norton. The good news 
was that this matter had now moved up the priority list and 
hopefully the new bridges would be installed, and the path 
reopened by the end of the summer. The next milestone which 
could be expected early July, was confirmation that the order for 
the new bridges had been placed. 
Cllr Pipe reported that as a project he hoped in the future to 
prepare a quick reference guide for each of the paths in 
Chiselborough to aid the public in use of the paths and to assist 
in health and wellbeing. 

 

14: Correspondence: The current Neighbourhood Watch 
Coordinator had signified that she wished to relinquish the role 
and hand it over to a successor. It was agreed that the clerk 
would organise publicity to seek a new coordinator, Parish Mag, 
and mailing lists. 
A letter and Lines of Junction Notice under the Party Wall Act 
had been received from Mr James Macartney involving work he 
wished to carry out on the wall adjoining his land at Bramble 
Cottage and the Common. He proposed to start the work on 3rd 
July 2020. It was proposed by Cllr Brown, seconded by Cllr Pipe 
with all in favour that the Parish Council were happy with the 
proposal (subject to any planning permissions which James may 
require),and that the Parish Council supported his proposal to 
start the work on 3rd July. 
Communication had been received from Sarah Morley following 
up on her proposal received 28th February, to set up after 
consultation with the village, a new website using Square Space 
as the host, but hopefully with the current URL being migrated 
across. Sarah had advised in her latest email that if the parish 
Council wished to proceed, now would be a good time to start 
the initial first stage of consulting the village. Noted that the cost 
for hosting by Square Space was £120 per year plus VAT. It was 
proposed by Cllr Buckmaster, seconded by Cllr Pipe with all in 
favour that the Parish Council wished to take up the offer from 
Sarah. Clerk to confirm with Sarah if there would be any other 
costs beside the hosting i.e. for the consultation, and for Sarah’s 
work in setting up the website. 
A letter had been received from a research company asking the 
Parish Council for their views on the proposition to set up a 
Unitary Authority for Somerset. Cllr Patrick gave his opinion as 
to the good and bad points of Unitary Authorities. Noted that an 
independent business case would be put forward. Agreed that 
we would need the view of the County Council in order to make 
a balanced view for the survey. Parish Council to read the 
information from the research company. Mark Keating to be 
asked for the County Council view. 

 
 
 

AP/Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP/Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP/Clerk 

15: Points for New Business: None  
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 8th July 2020 
 
 
 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


