
 

 

 
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th of February 2015 
 

Present:   Mrs H Doodson, Mr A Pipe, Mr R Brown, Mr M Langdon, Mr R Bulley 
In Attendance:  11 Members of the Public. 
  
2.01: Apologies for Absence: County Councillor Marcus Fysh   
2.02: Declarations of Interest: None  
   
3: Announcement of Cllr Hodge’s resignation and co-option of new 

council member: Following Mr Hodge’s recent resignation HD 
nominated Dr Roger Bulley to join the Council this was seconded by ML. 
HD also asked Mr Hodge to act as an advisor to the Council for the 
remaining three months to offer advice on parish land matters. Mr Hodge 
will not be a Councillor and will note be able to vote on any matters.  

 

   
4.01: Public Forum: HD reminded everyone that members of the public could 

only participate in the meeting during the public forum. 
 

4.02: A parishioner asked for an update on the replacement gate for 
Hempalong Path. It is now looking as though the metal gate that was 
taken away has been disposed of and the only option is a wooden 
replacement. HD will chase this up. 

HD 

4.03: A parishioner raised concern that the Parish Council were not 
encouraging the public to participate in meetings. 

 

4.04: A parishioner felt the Parish Council previously had a lack of 
understanding of footpaths within the parish and asked if any useful 
contacts had now been made with SCC rights of way team. Councillor 
Pipe explained he had made some good progress and would update 
during his report later in the meeting. 

 

   
5: Minutes of the meeting: Held on the 10th of December 2014. These 

were agreed as a correct copy and signed. Matters arising under: 
 

2014.11.3.01 It was decided that hiring a private contractor to repair the drain on East 
Street was not an option. The repair cannot be done by SCC until April 
due to lack of funding. After further discussion it was decided that HD will 
contact MF to see if he can put any pressure on Highways to bring the 
works forward. 

HD 

2014.09.3.04 The replacement gate for Hempalong Path has already been discussed.  
2014.07.12.04 HD has been in touch with Colin Fletcher from Highways and we are 

unable to put slow signs on the road without warning signage. Further 
discussion took place about having a private sign to warn drivers. A 
further site meeting is being arranged by HD, and she will discuss this 
option.  

HD 

2014.02.4.02 ML is currently trying to get hold of the replacement sign for Cat Head 
Cross from Highways so that he can work with the Ranger to do the 
repair.  

ML 

2014.10.15.04 A handrail has now been put up on the steps at the end of the 
Chiselborough – Norton footpath. We are still awaiting a barrier. RP will 
look into this. 

RP 

2014.11.16.03 ML and RB are arranging for the Ranger to fill and compact the deep 
pothole on the Chiselborough – Norton road on one of his visits. 

ML/RB 

2014.11.17.03 SCC Highways will not change the grit they can only re-fill the bins when 
empty. The bins have filled with water and need emptying. The Ranger 
will be bringing bags of grit out which will be placed around the village.  

ML 

2014.12.7.01 KP contacted BT regarding the overgrown trees near the telephone 
exchange. Nothing has been done so she will contact them again. 

KP 
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2014.12.12 RB had obtained a quote for the repainting of the millennium sign and the 
date stone of £190. All councillors were in agreement to go ahead. 

RB 

2014.12.13.06 The tax base query regarding the Minchington Close houses has now 
been resolved and Chiselborough have now been allocated the tax base. 

 

2014.12.14.01 IH suggested we contact a local farmer to repair the ditches on East St. ML 
   
6: District Councillor’s Report Ric Pallister  
6:01 SSDC agreed to match government funding of £600k to get superfast 

broadband coverage from 90% to 95%. SSDC will not release money 
until BT can ensure that local businesses as well as households will 
receive the superfast broadband.  

 

6:02 SSDC and SCC will not be making an increase to their budgets. The 
Police will be raising theirs by 1.99%, which amounts to around £3 per 
household per year. 

 

6:03 Villages are allocated two dog poo bins to be emptied free. If the village 
wishes to have anymore they are able to do so, but there will be a small 
charge for emptying. 

 

6:04 The local plan should be finalised by 5th of March, there will be no major 
effect on Chiselborough. 

 

   
7: County Councillor’s Report Marcus Fysh  
 No report this month as MF is not present  
   
8: Planning:   
8.01: Application - Plum Tree Cottage, East Street. Erection of single storey 

extension. The Councillors were happy with this application. 
 

8.02: Part retrospective application and determination – Fairdene, Fairplace. 
Creation of off road parking. This work is now going ahead. 

 

   
9: Community Land Trust:  
 HD attended a recent meeting. More volunteers have come forward to 

assist in the community shop and the accounts balance. Chiselborough 
now has a voting member on the CLT who will assist with accounts. 

 

   
10: A356 Speed Limit:   
 No news on this as yet as MF is not present.  
   
11: Parish Council Website:  
 All is working well with the website.  
   
12: New Legislation for local government – Film Policy:  
  Once RBU has had the chance to read through the SSDC policy a 

decision can be made at the March meeting as to which bits we 
include/exclude in our own policy. 

 

   
13: Finance:   
13.01 A cheque for £301.92 payable to SSDC for the Parish Ranger Scheme 

was signed. 
 

13.02 The Clerk explained the new transparency code that is due to come into 
force in July 2015. Parish councils with a turnover of less than £25,000 
will no longer have an external audit but will need to publish further 
information at the end of the financial year on their website.  

 

13.03 HD explained that NALC have announced a 2.2% pay increase for all 
Clerks from 1st of January 2015. The Clerks wages will therefore rise from 
£9.34 to £9.55 per hour. 

 

   
14.01: Reports: Ranger: RB sees the ranger as a way around some of the jobs 

that may be difficult to get done otherwise. He feels it is not worth the 
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ranger coming every month unless we have a clear idea of the jobs the 
village need him to carry out as it is the biggest expenditure for the 
council. He is next due to come on the 23rd of February.   

14:02: Parish Land: IH gave a run down of what has happened previously with 
the management of Parish Land – Balham Hill and the Common. RB 
suggested that he look after this going forward as there is an overlap with 
the work the ranger does. 
IH explained there will be a bull up on Balham Hill in the near future. It will 
be fenced off correctly and signs will be put up also. 

 

14.03: Highways: ML has reported several potholes around the village to 
Highways and continues to chase on the problems with the drain on East 
Street. A parishioner explained the ongoing concerns about the ice on the 
road caused by the blocked drain on East Street, she has asked that 
signs are put up warning people but has been told they are illegal. RBU 
explained that he had seen icicle signs in another village so this must be 
incorrect. ML will ask Highways about these signs. RBU also suggested 
the next step could be to write a letter regarding Health & Safety 
concerns to SCC to try and speed up the repair.  

ML 

14.04: Rights Of Way: AP has walked the majority of footpaths around the 
village recently and all seem to be ok. AP is in the process of putting a 
map on the website via a public sector mapping agreement from 
ordnance survey which would give parishioners a clear idea of footpaths 
and points of interest around the village. AP hopes to have this live very 
soon.  
The recent rights of way improvement plan explained that lower 
maintenance metal gates would be used in future instead of stiles. AP 
has asked SCC if something can be put in place on the valley farm 
footpath. Subject to the landowners permission SCC are willing to put 
three of these metal gates on this path in the new financial year.  
AP also spoke to SCC about the gate on the phoenix path that they took 
away. After discussion it was suggested that perhaps a gate is not 
needed on this path at all for practicality and accessibility purposes. 
The footpath from Smokey Hole Lane – Eastfield Lane has been cropped 
again and when this grows the farmer has said he will spray a metre 
width across the field so the path can still be used. 

 

   
15: Correspondence:   
15:01 KP will attending a Clerks Election Information Session on the 24th of 

February and will report back with details in the March meeting.  
SALC have an information area on their website with general information 
on the forthcoming elections which is open to both Councils and the 
public.  

 

15:02 There is a tree planting day at Ham Hill on Saturday 14th of February, 
details are on the website. 

 

15:03 There is a free dog microchipping event at Yeovil Country Park on the 
20th of February, details are on the website. 

 

   
16: Points for New Business:  None  
 
The next Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 11th of March 2015 at 7.30pm 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


