
 
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th July 2020 by videoconference. 
 

Present:   Mr R Brown, Mr A Pipe, Mr M Langdon, Mrs J Buckmaster, Dr R Bulley 
In Attendance:   Members of the public, Mr O. Patrick, Mr M. Hamlin (Clerk). 
  
 
1: Apologies for absence: Mr M. Keating.  
2: Declarations of Interest: Dr R. Bulley Church.  
3: Public Forum: Mr Stuart Wright read a letter he had sent to the 

Parish Council in advance, headed “Local Objections to Garden 
Work Beam Cottage”. This referred to some less than positive 
opinion by unnamed parties, as to the garden work being carried 
out, and invited the Parish Council to support what was being 
done in the garden by the residents of Beam Cottage. It was 
noted that no official approach had been made to the Parish 
Council and there were no live planning issues over which the 
Council might have a right to comment. D. Cllr Patrick advised 
that he had offered advice to the householders of Beam 
Cottage. No official action could be taken by the Parish Council, 
although the Parish Council would applaud any environmentally 
friendly actions. To this end the Parish Council would ascertain 
if the householders would enable them to have a look for 
themselves as to how they were modelling their garden. 

 

4: Minutes of the meeting: Held on 10th June 2020.These having 
been circulated were taken as read and agreed. Clerk to 
arrange with Chairman for hard signing. 
Matters arising under: 

 

2018:11:15:3 
Calendar/Welcome 
pack 

Cllr Pipe had sent the latest version No 2 to of the Welcome 
Pack to Councillors for their comments, (local Co-ops to be 
added), then ready to go. Can be emailed or printed as hard 
copy. Steps being taken to find the best way of producing a 
village calendar, but in view of possible changes to the website 
this was currently on hold. 

 

2019:09:14 Water 
drainage update 

A draft proposal and letter to affected residents was being 
prepared ready to go out. Further actions to build on the replies 
that are received. 

 

202:05:14 Yard 
Lane closure 

SCC Highways had reported that it was hoped that work would 
start on 13th July to be completed by 17th July if all goes well. 

 

2020:06:14 
Neighbourhood 
Watch coordinator 

One response had been received to the request for a new 
Neighbourhood Watch coordinator which had been passed to 
the current post holder. 

 

5: District Councillor’s Report: Oliver Patrick  D. Cllr Patrick 
had submitted a written report which was on the website. He 
continued to chase for information from officers about the water 
attenuation scheme. 

 

6: County Councillor’s Report: Mark Keating C. Cllr Keating 
was not present but had circulated a written report which was on 
the website. 

 

7: Planning: Richard Brown There were no updates on the 
existing planning applications. Listed Building consent had been 
sought to demolish a concrete internal wall at Strapp Cottage, 
and there was a certificate of lawfulness application for works to 
Bramble Cottage including changing the roof from thatch to tiles. 
The Parish Council had no concerns with either of these 
applications. 

 

8: VETS Meeting to refresh responders:  Cllr Buckmaster  
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reported that she had spoken to the majority of the responders 
who had confirmed that they did not have any worries or 
concerns about their role as responders. They had all felt that 
they would prefer to wait until they could have a proper face to 
face meeting rather than a zoom meeting. When this meeting 
took place it would incorporate a visit to have a look at the map 
and then to have a look at the defibrillator and its kit to reassure 
people. Confirmed that this could be done under current 
guidance using social distancing. Agreed that Cllr Buckmaster 
would see what the responders would like to do and report back 
in September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AP/Cllr 
Buckmaster 

9. Community Land Trust: The shop continued to meet the need 
following covid19 but slowly returning to normality. The CLT 
intended to keep the delivery service going for as long as it was 
needed. 

 

 10: Environmental Issues: Cllr Pipe referred to current information 
being circulated in Chiselborough and surrounding villages from 
Gigaclear who were rolling out ultrafast full fibre broadband to 
premises in the area. This opened up opportunities for rural 
communities to be able to do more work from home, thereby 
reducing the carbon foot print and would enable persons to have 
more flexibility to undertake more internet dependant business 
from home thereby reducing dependence on cars and with 
reductions in traffic. There was no guarantee that Gigaclear 
would roll out in Chiselborough but the more people that 
registered an interest, the better the chance that it would be 
provided. 
Chiselborough Parish Council had relied positively to a cycling 
survey. 
Cllr Langdon reported a wasp’s nest on the common near the 
poo bin. A similar nest last year had been eaten by badgers. It 
was advised that provided persons stay 4’ away from the nest 
they are perfectly safe. It was agreed that Cllr Buckmaster and 
Martyn would organise a laminated warning sign to be placed 
near the nest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP/Cllr 
Buckmaster/ 

Clerk 

11: Finance: The Clerk reported that the accounts for the year to 
March 2020 were with the independent auditor who had advised 
that they would be ready for collection on 10th July. The auditor 
required sight of the final receipts and a printout of the risk 
assessments and had stated that he had no comments to make 
as to the method and conduct of accounting. It was unanimously 
agreed that the annual governance statement be approved. 

 

12. New Website Proposal: The Parish Council were grateful to 
Sarah Morley who had agreed to build a new website for the 
village. Sarah thanked Cllr Pipe for all his work on the existing 
site. Sarah’s plans for the new site would concentrate on the 
right content, it’s prominence, demographics, appeal, ease of 
use, flexibility, inclusiveness. The first step would be to consult 
the village as to what they wanted in a new website and hoped 
that this would achieve a lot of participation. Following the 
survey the architecture of the website would be built in August. 
The design in November ready to show to the Parish Council in 
early December, to go live at the end of December beginning of 
January when the search engine optimisation would take place. 
The basic package from Squarespace was £120 +VAT per 
annum for the hosting, and £16 +VAT per annum for the domain 
name being a new name Chiselborough dot com. It was 
proposed by Cllr Buckmaster and seconded by Cllr Pipe that the 
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costs be accepted. Noted that this level of package was for two 
persons to have access to the account. In the event that more 
persons needed to have access it would be necessary to have 
the next level of the package at £180 per annum. Agreed that 
the decision as to whether or not to upgrade to the next package 
would be left flexible until later. Sarah advised that she would 
like to retain the ability to manage and edit the site ongoing but 
that she was unable to give any guarantees regarding this.  
D. Cllr Patrick reminded the Parish Council that legislation 
effective from September 23rd  required Parish Council websites 
to be accessible to people with disabilities. The Communication 
Group, Cllrs Pipe, Buckmaster, Bulley and Sarah would keep in 
touch. Sarah had prepared a survey which would be sent out 
on-line using both email circulation lists and also a paper 
version to be delivered to every house in the village. Agreed that 
the Parish Council would have sight of the survey before it went 
out. Thanks were expressed to Sarah for taking on all the work 
of building the new website. 

13. Risk Assessments – Progress on bench safety work. Cllr 
Buckmaster reported that the bench had been repaired and that 
the invoice had come in. Cllr Buckmaster advised that she had 
made enquiries of Graham Wheeler about rehanging the gate at 
the end of Old Road. The gate post had disappeared so would 
need a new gate post which would need to be installed and 
Graham did not have the equipment to do this. Cllr Brown 
agreed to assist. Cllr Pipe advised that Rights of Way would do 
it, but there would be a charge as it is not a right of way. Cllr 
Buckmaster to make further enquiries with Cllr Brown and Clerk 
to assist if needed. Stuart Wright advised that a new gatepost 
would cost about £30.00 

 

14: Reports from Councillors:  
 Ranger: The Ranger had not been used.  
 Highways: Cllr Langdon had been concentrating on Yard Road 

so no progress on Cat Head Cross. There were some nasty 
potholes and bad surfaces by Bud Knap which Cllr Langdon had 
reported. 

 

 Parish Land:  Consideration was being given to a possible 
village consultation on what uses the SCC fields might be put to 
if acquired which would not take place until after the auction of 
the development sites in the autumn. 

 

 Common: Cllr Buckmaster reported that the mowing would be 
carried out by Mr Bailey at the end of August. The wildflower list 
was on the website. If anybody would like a copy of the list 
which contained a lot of information, Cllr Buckmaster would print 
a copy for them. Thanks were expressed to Mr and Mrs Wright 
for all their work in compiling the wildflower list. D. Cllr Patrick 
advised that the effects of wildflower areas can be absolutely 
stunning as evidenced by the churchyard at West Chinnock. 
Glow worms had been seen on the common which were an 
endangered species. It was hoped to conduct a bat survey. The 
picnic and play area would happen in due course. The 
application for a grant to purchase a disease resistant elm tree 
had been sent off. A quote had been requested to cut brambles 
using special equipment for inaccessible areas. Once received 
this would be put before the Parish Council to consider. 

 

 Burridge Copse: Ayers Forestry had quoted £150+VAT to carry 
out the roadside risk assessment which was recommended to 
be carried out every year. Our roadside liability extended for the 
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bridleway to the boundary with Mr and Mrs Hooper’s land.  
 Rights of Way Footpaths: It was hoped that the new bridges 

would be installed by the end of August to enable the footpath 
between Chiselborough and Norton to be reopened. 

 

15: Correspondence: Correspondence had been received 
regarding proposals from SCC to form a Unitary Authority for 
Somerset. Chiselborough Parish Council had formally decided 
that they were not in favour of a Unitary Authority and this view 
had been fed back to the One Somerset consultation portal by 
the Clerk. A webinar would take place on 20th July by SALC 
which would give further information. Cllr Bulley agreed to 
attend this webinar. 

 

14: Points for New Business: None  
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 9th September by videoconference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


