
 
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th March 2018 
 

Present:   Mr R Brown, Mr A Pipe, Mrs J Buckmaster, Dr R Bulley, Mr M. Hamlin (Clerk). 
In Attendance:  Members of the public, Mr Mark Keating, Mr R Pallister 
  
 
1: Apologies for absence: Mr M. Langdon (On leave).  
2: Declarations of Interest: None  
3: Public Forum: None  
4: Minutes of the meeting: Held on: 14th February 2018.  

These were agreed and signed, proposed by Mrs Buckmaster, 
seconded by Mr Pipe. 
Matters arising under: 

 

2017.07.16 Road markings, Mr Keating advised that it was likely that the road 
markings would be done within a couple of months of the new financial 
year. 

 

2017.11.03 Refuse bags in East Street, no further incident, but it was reported that 
a fly tip had been uncovered amongst some brambles in Old Road, no 
further details known. 

 

2017.11.03 Memorial to Miss Rosemary Burns, it had been agreed with the Hall 
Committee and PCC that a Ham Stone memorial would be sited on 
Valley Farm. The solicitors had confirmed that they knew of no 
objection by Miss Burns to this. Discussions taking place to agree a 
simple inscription. 

 

2017.11.04 Defibrillator, informal discussions had taken place regarding siting and 
whether more than one was required. Approximate cost of £1,500 
each. Consensus that safeguarding health essential, detailed plans to 
raise the funds currently in their infancy. 

 

5: District Councillor’s Report: Ric Pallister There are no rough 
sleepers in South Somerset with emergency accommodation available 
to meet any demand. The police can only deal with begging if it is 
done aggressively, in Yeovil not a huge problem. Transformation 
programmes remain on track with all services maintained without any 
cuts. There will be no rise in car parking charges before the autumn of 
2019, Sunday charging not on the agenda. 8 priorities have been set 
for the Council Plan and Budget 2018/19 with the transformation and 
Yeovil Refresh top of the priorities. Plans well advanced to provide 
broadband to the hardest to reach properties. Everyone is asked to 
view the plans for Yeovil Refresh on the SSDC website and comment 
on the proposals. 

 

   
   
6: County Councillor’s Report: Mark Keating The libraries 

consultation would run until 22nd April. As many people in the 
community as possible urged to contribute. Library services are 
important, they cost a lot to provide and there are many ways of 
providing the service. Looking for feedback from as many people as 
possible. The Ofsted report into Children’s Services in the County 
being studied and aspiring to reach outstanding. Facebook pages in 
each area in Mr Keating’s patch had been started with the objective of 
disseminating important information to the community. The page could 
also be used as a medium by the community to get general 
information out to the public. Chiselborough Matters is our page. 
Everyone urged to like the page which will trigger following so that all 
news shows up on your News Feed. 
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7: Planning: Richard Brown Honey Barn. At the last meeting some 30 

letters of objection had been received. An addendum had been sent to 
the initial Parish Council response. This was an official response from 
the Parish Council but addressed the perspective from the residents 
who had to watch al the unagreed changes that had taken place.  A 
letter has been sent to BT regarding the unsafe wall and the boundary 
issues. Mr Pallister advised that Highways had raised an objection to 
the application. Noted that the drawings had been inaccurate. Mr 
Pallister commented that the planners were looking now at a structure 
not a set of plans. He advised that SSDC were following strict legal 
procedures and at the end of the consultation period the law would be 
followed, and that procedures would be followed to the letter ensuring 
that the case was legally sound. Humberts (Selling Agent), had been 
made aware of the anomalies. The issue with BT was a civil matter. 
There was no question of planners changing their minds regarding 
planning stipulations. The Highways objection was a solid objection 
which could not be overcome. 

 

8: Burridge Copse: The communication from SSDC Countryside team 
had just been received at the time of the last meeting. The general 
advice was to take it slowly over a 3 to 5-year period. There were 
ways of making the wood self-financing i.e. using the hazel coppice 
which had a commercial value, allowing woodland training to take 
place. A representative would be visiting to advise on the fauna during 
the spring. The basics of a plan were being formulated. It was 
proposed by Mrs Buckmaster, seconded by Dr Bulley and agreed that 
the private sign be removed and a new sign erected advising that the 
wood belonged to the village of Chiselborough. It was the intention to 
keep the wood as natural as possible, fencing being sufficient for the 
retention of livestock within their boundaries. Mr Pipe advised that the 
western boundary between Burridge Copse and Singles Copse (a 
conservation area), owned by the Becky family was not well marked. 
So markers would be needed to mark the boundary. 

 

9. County Council Farm Land Sub-Committee update: Dr Bulley 
reported on the current position. Talks had been held with Norton CLT 
to discuss possible use of that vehicle as a means to purchase the 
fields. Feasibility of development on the land had been discussed with 
Yarlington Homes and SSDC planning staff. A survey of potential 
sources of funding had been conducted and the implications for 
resourcing the bid considered. SSDC had been approached for 
assistance in funding a feasibility study and resources for marketing. 
It was unanimously agreed that the CLC had the approval of the 
Parish Council in the following matters: 
a) Consultations with SCC take place to draft an Options agreement 
for the sale of the land. 
b) The CPC applies for feasibility study funding and that this study 
commences as soon as possible. 
c) A village communications plan is developed and an initial briefing 
note on the project is distributed to all homes before the April CPC 
meeting. 
The 3 items of work would be at nil cost to the Parish Council and 
could be terminated at any time. 
 Initial response from Charlie Field regarding formalisation of the 
option agreement had been perfunctory. Mr Keating requested that he 
be copied into all future communication and pledged his support. 
The Chairman thanked the CLT for the speed at which the project had 
been moved forward and for all the work that had been done. Dr 
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Bulley thanked Mr Keating and Mr Pallister for their support. Mr 
Pallister asked to be copied in to the application for funding for the 
feasibility study which he would ensure was progressed. This was 
agreed. 

10. Community Land Trust: Board meeting now held 10 weekly and the 
next meeting was on 13th March. The CLT had taken part in the 
Housing Fayre and had a stall which was well attended. A proposal 
would be made to restrict the sale of energy drinks to young people. 

 

11. Cars parked on the Common. A communication had been received 
asking what the Parish Council were going to do about cars parked on 
the common. This would not be an easy problem to solve. Living in the 
21st century people would have cars, they need somewhere to park 
them, but legally they should not be parked on the common. But 
where else could they park them. There were various options, but 
there were legal implications. A long-term view would need to be 
taken, we could not make the cars vanish, should there be a 
designated area for parking, should provision be made to sell pieces 
of land next to the houses for parking. All these factors were possible 
but had legal implications which would not be easy to resolve.  

 

12. Councillor duties and responsibilities: Work in progress.  
13. Finance: It was agreed that cheques be authorised and signed in 

respect of: Ranger Services for the quarter ending December 2017, 
£306.00. Staff costs for the quarter ending February 2018 £515.41. 
plus £119.80 being tax due to HMRC. 
Additionally, it was agreed and authorised to make donations to village 
organisations as follows: Chiselborough Village Hall, £250, 
Chiselborough PCC Churchyard Grant £250, Norton and 
Chiselborough Parish Magazine £200. Account had been taken of 
these donations when raising the precept for 2017/18. The precept for 
2018/19 had been raised taking into account donations. It would 
probably be the case that the Parish Council would look favourably on 
making donations this year, but all were in agreement that there was 
no guarantee that the donations would continue indefinitely. 
It was unanimously agreed that as a small authority Chiselborough 
Parish Council would declare itself exempt from the requirement to 
have a Limited Assurance Review carried out by the External Auditor. 
Mr Michael Kerr had kindly offered to act as our internal auditor again 
this year. It was further decided that Chiselborough Parish Council 
would not take up the opportunity to voluntarily have a Limited 
Assurance Review which would cost £200. 
It was agreed that the £10,000 endowment to maintain Burridge 
Copse would be ring-fenced and shown separately within the 
accounts. 

 

14: Reports: Ranger The Ranger would not be coming in March as 
nothing was growing. There were some drains that were blocked but 
these needed more work then could be done by the Ranger. This 
included the junction with the A356 where there was a substantial 
flood. Mike Fear of SCC Highways had been alerted to this problem, 
Mark Keating was also following it up and action was pending to rectify 
it. 

 

 Parish Land: There was nothing to report this month.  
 Highways: No further issues other than the A356 flood.  
 Rights of Way: At the start of the new financial year action would be 

taken to repair the railing and the two broken finger posts, one by the 
Church and one by Manor Barton. The gate at the end of the 
bridleway would require repairs. The metal fittings were ok but a post 
would be needed. This would be requested in April. It was further 
hoped that in April or May the lane by the Church would be levelled 
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once the new budget had been received. The problem of litter by the 
Church was raised. The normal approach to this kind of incident would 
be to go through Neighbourhood Watch, the relevant Representative 
would take a picture of the area report this to the Police, which would 
go through Michelle Haimes PCO which would trigger a report to Mark 
Keating at SCC. Noted that the grass in the middle of the road at the 
top of East Street had been cleared. 

15. Correspondence: None   
16. Points for New Business: None  
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 11th April 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


