
 
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th of October 2014 
 

Present:   Mr R O’Neill, Mr I Hodge, Mrs H Doodson, Mr M Langdon  
In Attendance:  District Councillor Ric Pallister and County Councillor Marcus Fysh.  
   14 Members of the Public. 
  
2.01: Apologies for Absence: Mr Jim Macartney,   
2.02: Declarations of Interest: R O’Neill Church matters as Church Warden  
   
3.01: Public Forum: A parishioner asked if the 2013/2014 parish council accounts 

were available to be uploaded to the website. The Clerk confirmed they were 
and would get these uploaded as soon as possible. 
The parishioner also wished to make the Parish Council aware there was VAT 
reclaimable of around £300. The Clerk explained that she had recently 
processed a VAT reclaim with HMRC and was now waiting for the monies to 
be refunded to the Parish Council. 

KP 

3.02: A parishioner expressed dissatisfaction with the non-attendance of Cllr 
Macartney since September 2013 and also commented that detailed monthly 
reports on the Lengthsman and Neighbourhood Watch had not been regularly 
submitted.  The Chairman explained that he will discuss the situation with JM 
and also check on the legalities of co-opting new members with RP. 

RO 

3.03: A parishioner commented that he felt the September minutes were an incorrect 
account of proceedings in relation to item 13, recruitment of a new Internal 
Auditor. He also commented that he disagreed that the role was unpaid as 
parish accounts show the Internal Auditor had been paid in previous years. RO 
will come back with his comments on this point at the next meeting. 

RO 

   
4: Minutes of the meeting: Held on the 10th of September 2014. Point 13.01 was 

amended to say that initially a candidate was put forward but after discussion 
the vote was cancelled. The minutes were then signed. Matters arising under: 

 

2014.09.3.01 RO explained that the old minutes would be deposited at the Heritage Centre 
for archiving next week. 

RO 

2014.09.3.02 New legislation for local government will be covered later in the agenda.  
2014.09.3.03 Vice Chair has now been updated on the website.  
2014.09.3.04 Gate for Hempalong Path is beyond repair and will be replaced with a timber 

gate. IH will ask if we can get the old gate back to see if the Parish Council can 
repair it. 

IH 

2014.06.13.03 ML is still chasing Highways for the camera footage of the blocked drain near 
Springfield. 

ML 

2014.05.3.01 RP will feedback on the problem tree in his report later.  
2014.07.12.04 The 20mph is plenty signs are not available from Highways. ML will double 

check if planning permission is needed for them. RO will look into the cost of 
the signs. 

ML/RO 

2014.07.12.05 Flood Alleviation Pool will be discussed in MF’s report later.  
2014.02.4.02 ML was unable to carry out work on the broken sign at Cat Head Cross as he 

did not have permission to work on the Highway. After discussion it was 
decided the work could be done by, or in conjunction with the Ranger. ML will 
arrange. 

ML 

2014.09.11 Noticeboard Refurbishment will be discussed later in the meeting,  
2014.09.13.01 Internal Auditor position will be discussed later under finance.  
2014.09.14.01 JM will be updating the website with details of work carried out by the Ranger. 

RO also has a report to read later in the meeting. 
 

2014.09.14.03 Outstanding issues with potholes and the trees on Grintley Lane will be 
covered in the Highways report later. 

 

2014.09.15.01 Information regarding Neospora was added to the website.  
2014.09.15.02 Information regarding Skinners Lane closure was added to the website.  
   
5: District Councillor’s Report Ric Pallister  
5.01 The problem tree near the telephone exchange has been tested and it is 

perfectly healthy. There could however be issues to do with the tree blocking 
light. This will be looked into further. RP will come back to us on this. 

RP 
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5.02 The medium term financial plan is now pretty much set. There will no increase 

to council tax or car park charges this year. 2016/17 financial plan is uncertain. 
 

5.03 Council tax benefit reduction scheme. The money that comes down from the 
Government will be 15% less. Parish and Town Councils are likely to be 
capped. 

 

   
6: County Councillor’s Report Marcus Fysh  
6:01 There is likely to be a £40 million shortfall in the SCC budget over the next two 

years. This will result in some very difficult decisions over coming months. 
Adult social care and children’s welfare remain the biggest responsibilities. 

 

6:02 The first consultation document regarding proposed safety improvements to 
the A356 has been sent out. MF said he agrees with all the comments the 
Parish Council made on the proposal and has submitted similar comments to 
them also. MF will be meeting next week to get an update on the timelines for 
the work. There will be a 50mph speed limit on the full length of the road and 
MF will push for more signage as well as widening and kerb work on the pinch 
points. £50,000 has been set aside for the works, although they anticipate the 
work may cost more. Negotiations are also going well with the government for 
the dualling of the A303. 

 

6:03 SCC are trying to put together a full inventory of all the drains in the county that 
need to be jetted. MF encourages parishes to be as pro-active as possible. MF 
has chased for information on the Flood Alleviation Pool but has not has a 
reply as yet. He will email us next week once he has information. RO explained 
that the pool did overflow a couple of months ago so something needs to be 
done as soon as possible, especially if we have another wet winter. 

MF 

   
7: Community Land Trust:  
7:01 Residents have now moved into the houses on Minchingtons Close.  
7:02 The Norton Community Shop is now opening on the 29th of October. An official 

opening will take place at 11am. At the last CLT meeting it was suggested that 
if everyone using the shop could spend £15 it would make a big difference to 
the running of the shop. RO suggested that we put a note in the magazine to 
encourage Chiselborough residents to support it. 

RO/KP 

   
8: Flood Alleviation Pool: MF has already covered this in his report.  
    
9: A356 Speed Limit: MF has already covered this in his report.  
   
10: Parish Council Website:  
 After discussion last month about things not being updated on the website. RO 

suggested that KP take over the updating of the website going forward, and it 
was likely that this would require an uplift in her hours each week. It was 
agreed that KP would document how long it takes her over the next two 
months to maintain the website on a daily basis, and her hours would then be 
increased accordingly. 

KP 

   
11: Parish Noticeboard Refurbishment:  
  RO read out the details of a refurbishment quote which was £225 + materials 

based on two days work. RO suggested that we need to obtain two other 
quotes and asked if anyone could recommend someone. HD suggested we 
look in the Hambrook magazine. ML suggested someone who recently painted 
the village hall and a parishioner suggested someone at Yandles. RO asked if 
we could get quotes from both of these suggested people. 

RO 

   
12: Planning: No applications this month.  
   
13: New Legislation For Local Government:   
 RO gave a quick précis of the legislation. Members of the public can use 

modern technology and communication tools to report on meetings they are 
attending. New national rules have increased individuals rights to film, audio 
record, photograph and use social media to report meeting proceedings 
providing they are non disruptive. The Parish Council will need to adopt a 
policy on filming members of the public. RO wished to take this point away to 
discuss at the next meeting. 

RO 
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14: Finance:   
14:01 Cheque for £301.92 payable to SSDC for the Parish Ranger was signed.  
14:02  We have had a second application for the Internal Auditor position. RO and KP 

will discuss both applications and look to make a decision. 
RO/KP 

   
15.01: Reports: Lengthsman: Throughout the summer the Ranger has been cutting 

back the sight angles on the A356/Cat Head Cross, trimming paths and around 
the benches on the common. He has also stripped the brambles from the 
hedge alongside Hempalong, carried out litter picks on the Odcombe road, 
North Street and near Townsend Villas. For a day in July we had an extra man 
to carry out repairs to the gate at the top of the Phoenix Path and the gate on 
the far side of Balham Hill field both of which had collapsed. Drains have also 
been cleared and this is now high priority coming into the Autumn/Winter. 

 

15:02: Parish Land: We had a report of a wasps nest on the Common. IH contacted 
the Council who removed it for free as it was within 3ft of the Highway. The 
common will be cut again asap and we will be billed for this and the previous 
cut at the same time. 

 

15.03: Highways. ML will chase up on the sign at Cat Head Cross and the drain 
footage as discussed earlier in the meeting. 

ML 

15.04: Rights Of Way: A new barrier is still to be installed on the steps at the end of 
the Chiselborough to Norton footpath. Apparently this is due to be done RO 
said we will keep an eye on this. 

RO 

   
16: Correspondence:   
 There is a Housing Assembly on the 23rd of October, which explores the 

challenges of where future generations will live in South Somerset. Details of 
this have been put on the website and the noticeboard. 

 

   
17: Points for New Business:  New Legislation for Local Government – Filming 

Policy 
Roger Pine advised that he will be taking over the running of the oil club. 
Details will be put in the magazine and on the website. 

 

 
 
 
The next Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 12th of November 2014 at 7.30pm 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


