
  
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th July 2019 
 

Present:   Mr R Brown, Mr A Pipe, Mr M Langdon, Mrs J Buckmaster. 
In Attendance:  Members of the public, Mr A. Vaughan, Mr M. Hamlin (Clerk) 
  
 
1: Apologies for absence: Dr R. Bulley, Mr M. Keating.  
2: Declarations of Interest: None  
3.  Public Forum: Mr John Ball of Cartref informed the Parish Council of 

an incident which occurred on 26th June involving 2 Wicks drivers 
trying to negotiate the lane between Cartref and Beverley House. The 
Wicks drivers verbally abused Mr and Mrs Ball and Mrs Freeman of 
Beverley House. They then attempted again to go through the lane 
and hit both Cartref and Beverley House. The Police had been 
informed and were coming to take statements. Wicks had also been 
informed. 
Mr Ball advised that both he and Mrs Freeman were upgrading their 
CCTV systems having taken advice from both the Planning Authority 
and the office of the Information Commissioner. A PCSO was 
attending on 14th July to discuss the CCTV 
Mr Ball advised that Western Power Distribution were planning to 
replace the delivery pole next to Cartref because roads with a width 
of 2.5 metres or greater are assumed to be able to take vehicles 
requiring a height clearance of at least 5.2 metres to avoid danger of 
touching overhead cables and the current clearance is 4.8 metres. 
This appeared to highlight the issue of the inadequate perception of 
the restrictions the lane imposed. 
The white lining opposite Meryl Cottage ad Bridgstone Cottage had 
improved things to some extent, but was still being ignored by van 
drivers. 
Cllr Brown outlined that the current sign showing 2.5 metres had 
been placed in good faith using best information obtained at the time 
and signs have to be accurate. It was agreed that Cllr Brown with 
assistance from neighbours would take further measurements which 
took account of the contours to arrive at the realistic width limit for 
standard large delivery vans. The matter would be discussed in 
September with a view to going back to Highways with scientific 
evidence demonstrating the need for a reduction in the limit and new 
sign. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP/RB for 
September 

meeting 
 

4: Minutes of the meeting: Held on: 12th June 2019. These having 
been circulated were taken as read, agreed and signed. Proposed by 
Cllr Pipe, seconded by Cllr Langdon. 
Matters arising under: 

 

2017.07.16 
Road Markings 

In accordance with the agreement with Cnty Cllr Mark Keating in 
2017 that existing road markings that had faded be reinstated, noted 
that Highways had carried out this work. The most dangerous 
junction, Cat Head Cross, had been reinstated, however secondary 
warning signs at Pibditch and approaching the junction along Behind 
Butts from Chinnock, had not. In view of how blind and dangerous 
this junction is, it was agreed that these secondary warning markings 
were needed particularly the Pibditch one. Query was raised 
regarding whether or not the markings along New Road having 
completely faded, constituted reinstatement, or whether due to the 
extent and length of time of the fading, they fell to be classed as new 
markings, and whether they were within scope of the 2017 
agreement. Cllr Pipe agreed to obtain a copy of the 2017 agreement 
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for the next meeting. 
It was agreed to discuss at the September meeting any further 
remedial work needed and additionally consider if any new markings 
were needed citing in particular the approach to the Village along 
North Street just short of Townsend which is a blind bend. 

AP/AP 
September 

meeting 

2018.11.15.2 
Large Vehicles 

This agenda item, the large delivery vehicles, had been fully 
discussed and action point agreed under agenda item ,3. 

 

2018.11.15.3 
Calendar / 
Welcome Pack 

Cllr Pipe reported that the Village Calendar was now live on the 
website. There was a click here button for people to use when they 
wanted to submit an event for the calendar which would generate a 
proforma to complete. This would come to the clerk’s email address. 
Alternatively, people could email the clerk with details of their event. 
Chris Howatt had been contacted to make provision for Church 
events to go on the calendar. Items could overlap if there were 
simultaneous events, and the diary item would split to allow for 
events spread over different times on the same day. The calendar 
would be publicised. Cllr Pipe and Martyn would meet to put together 
a welcome pack. 
It was hoped to refresh the website in the near future to bring it more 
up to date. 

 
 
 
 
 

AP/ Clerk 
& AP 

Progress 
report 

September 
meeting 

5: District Councillor’s Report: Anthony Vaughan  
 Dist Cllr Vaughan’s report had been circulated and was on the 

website. Cllr Vaughan highlighted that Somerset Waste Partnership 
were working to increase the amount of waste that could be recycled, 
but that once this happened fortnightly wheelie bin collections would 
go to 3 weekly collections. SWP had larger vehicles to take more 
waste, but would keep the smaller vehicles for villages with narrow 
roads. Extra collections of clinical waste would be available where a 
need was demonstrated. More information to come by letter to 
residents and on SWP website. Cllr Vaughan also advised that he 
would send an email to Highways expressing his concern about the 
situation with the large delivery vehicles. 

 

6: County Councillor’s Report: Mark Keating Cnty Cllr Keating had 
sent his July report which had been circulated to the Parish Council 
and was on the website. 

 

7: Planning: Richard Brown There were no new application to 
consider and no outstanding applications. Noted that Honey Barn 
was now signed off and subject to the satisfactory planting was ready 
for occupancy. 

 

8: Car Parking on the Common: Steps were being taken to get a 
starting point using the digital map delineating the borders, and it was 
hoped that progress would be made with this during August. 

AP/RB 
Progress 

report 
September 

9: Defibrillator update: A plan of the village had been completed which 
would be used in conjunction with the Village Emergency Telephone 
System whereby help could be arranged quickly in an emergency 
situation. A meeting would be held on 4th September when an 
overview of the defibrillator would be provided by Community 
Heartbeat Trust and also an outline of the VETS system. It was 
hoped that up to 10 volunteers would come forward to go on the list 
of people to be contacted for availability when a situation arose. In 
addition to emergency use, VETS could also be used to benefit the 
village in any way that the community wished. A letter would be going 
to every house in the village to inform about the meeting. 

 

10: County Council Farm Update: There was nothing to report other 
than that Cnty Cllr Mark Keating had advised he had emailed Charlie 
Field of Somerset County Council to follow up progress, but to date 
there had been no further response. 

 

11.  Risk Assessments – Burridge Copse Work: Cllr Pipe had drawn  
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up an agreement setting out terms of use for Burridge Copse. It 
contained a lot of detail and it was clear that a lot of work had gone 
into it for which thanks were expressed to Cllr Pipe. The only point 
raised was that pertaining to dogs being on leads at all times which 
could be difficult and unrealistic and it was suggested this might be 
changed to kept under close control at all times. It was agreed that 
the Parish Council would give further study to the document and 
discuss again in September before the full council. 
Cllr Pipe advised that he had sought 3 quotes for the immediate 
danger alleviation work identified by the risk assessment carried out 
by Ayers Forestry. Once the quotes were received, they would be 
circulated to the Parish Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AP/AP to 
circulate 

quotes on 
receipt. 

 
 

12: Community Land Trust: Cllr Pipe advised that the picnic to thank 
volunteers had been well received. Over the summer holidays school 
children would be carrying out a survey to inform customer 
behaviours pertaining to usage of the Post Office and shop. This 
would give some data for the board to consider after the AGM in 
September, when deciding strategy for the future of the Post Office 
and Shop and how best to utilise footfall informed by those 
behaviours. 

 

13: Finance: There were no invoices to be paid this month and nothing 
further to report. 

 

14: Reports: Ranger Cllr Langdon reported that the Ranger was not 
currently being used. He envisaged that the grids along Norton Road 
would require attention in the autumn. Cllr Langdon advised that he 
would be checking the Odcombe Road after the next spell of 
appreciable rain. 

AP/ML 
Check 

Odcombe 
Road by 

September 
 Highways: Cllr Langdon reported that he had consulted Lee his 

contact at Highways, and followed up with an email, regarding the 
dangerous overgrowth on the corner of the A356 especially coming 
from Crewkerne. He had been advised by Lee that it was hoped to 
attend to the work by the end of the week commencing 15 July. 

AP/ ML 
follow up 

A356 
report 

September 
 Parish Land: It was reported that there were no problems and that 

all was well with Balham Hill. 
 

 Common: Cllr Buckmaster reported that picnic on 6th July had been 
a great success with some 50 people attending. Thanks expressed to 
Stuart for preparing the site, Gary for the loan of the gazebo, Ian for 
lending his land rover to transport the gazebo and bunting to the site, 
Mervyn, Ian and Gary for erecting the gazebo, Brian and Stuart for 
strimming around the lime tree. Some delicious food was provided 
and it was a great community event enjoyed by all. 
A bracken bashing session would take place on 23rd July from 9:30 
with coffee and cake afterwards.  
The Waitrose fund raising during June amounted to £356.00 which 
would be used for equipment for the common. 
Arrangements would be made for the common to be cut late August 
after seeding had finished. 
It had been suggested that an area of the common could be 
ploughed and seeded with wild flowers. This would need further 
consideration and investigation would be needed, as when this was 
looked into before it was found that the common was too fertile 
meaning wild flowers would not thrive. Agreed to look into it further.  
A volunteer or volunteers were sought to train to use the brush cutter. 
Currently Stuart was the sole operator. If there were more voluntary 
operators the brush cutter could be utilised in other parts of the 
village. Noted that Stuart had expressed his willingness to operate 
the strimmer other than on the common, on a paid basis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Burridge Copse: Cllr Pipe reported that he had inspected the steep  
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drop to Skillgate Lane raised at the last meeting. He advised that he 
would find out the cost of a warning sign similar to those found at 
Ham Hill to warn about the danger of quarries. 
It was agreed that Cllr Pipe would seek to arrange a meeting with the 
Parish Council and Ritchie Scammels of Wessex Scout Group to 
regularise and formalise arrangements for such matters as expenses 
incurred by the scout group and income received from the sale of 
wood from the copse. 
Cllr Pipe would ascertain the cost of simple markers to mark the 
boundary between Burridge and Singles Copse. The Parish Council 
felt that it was incumbent upon them to bear this small cost since 
Burridge Copse was now opened to the public as a public amenity. 

 
 
 

AP/ Cllr 
Pipe 

Report 
progress 

September 
meeting 

 Rights of Way: Cllr Pipe advised that he had followed up with Les of 
SCC Rights of Way regarding the broken finger post at the 
churchyard. This had been made in house some years ago and was 
no longer available. A regular arrow finger post replacement could be 
provided free of charge. Cllr Pipe was awaiting further advice from 
Les regarding his question as to whether if the village wanted to 
make their own provision for a similar post, whether there were any 
regulatory requirements. It was also suggested that the current post 
could be repaired by a skilled villager. Mr Ian Hodge agreed to take a 
look. 
Cllr Pipe had arranged for the bridleway cut to be brought forward as 
it had become very overgrown, hopefully early to mid-August not 
September. 
Rights of Way had agreed to inspect the path at Hempalong which 
had broken handrails and uneven surface, it was hoped that action 
would be taken either to repair the handrail or bring the surface up to 
scratch. 
Query had been raised about responsibility for the small paths from 
the common down to Fairplace. Cllr Pipe advised that these were not 
currently Rights of Way but that he had submitted them all for 
registration. Once they were on the register, they would fall under the 
responsibility of Rights of Way to cut and maintain them. Until then 
the Parish Council would be responsible by default, and if not cut 
voluntarily the Ranger could be used to cut them. 

 
 

AP/AP 
Follow up 
and report 
progress 

in 
September 

 
 
 
 
 

AP/AP 
Progress 

report 
September 

 

15: Correspondence: A public consultation regarding environmental 
diversity would be put on the website to see if there were any views 
from the village. 

AP/Clerk 
place on 
website 

16: Points for New Business: None  
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 11th September 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


