
 
CHISELBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th November 2017 
 

Present:   Mr R Brown, Mr A Pipe, Mr M Langdon, Mrs J Buckmaster,  
In Attendance:  Members of the public, Mr Mark Keating, Mr R Pallister 
  
 
1: Apologies for absence: Dr R. Bulley  
2: Declarations of Interest: None  
3: Public Forum: A member of the public reported that on the last 3 

refuse collection days, heavy black bin bags, with yellow ties had been 
dumped outside of properties in East Street. This had been reported to 
Liz Custard of Somerset Waste Partnership who were taking it very 
seriously. They were going to send an inspector out to evaluate the 
situation.  (SWP had stated in late 2014 early 2015 when a similar 
event took place, that rogue black bags left outside of people’s 
properties were to be treated as a fly tip). The Chairman emphasised 
that whilst the Parish Council were unable to take direct action, a 
formal record would be made in the minutes. Mr Pallister pointed out 
that fly tipping is a District Council issues, but that it was really difficult 
on bin collection day to define the line between a fly tip and genuine 
rubbish disposal particularly in an area where some properties were 
still on black bag collection due to access reasons. The important 
thing was that SWP was taking appropriate action. Mr Pallister agreed 
to follow this up once SWP had got back to District Council. 
Mr Perry raised the question of whether there should be a lasting joint 
memorial to Rosemary Burns who had been a great benefactor to the 
village, left large sums of money to the Parish Council, Church and 
Village Hall, and also carried out much unseen work. A discussion 
would need to be started between all three organisations in order to 
reach a decision. 
A number of people had complained about bonfires being lit which 
smouldered for long periods causing considerable nuisance. This has 
caused a number of complaints particularly when such fires are lit on 
nice sunny days when villagers wanted to be out and about. Mr 
Pallister referred us to the common-sense guidance on the SSDC 
website and reminded us that smoke blowing across a highway is an 
offence. It was agreed to publicise this in the Parish Magazine and ask 
for people’s cooperation. 

 

4: Minutes of the meeting: Held on 11th October. These were agreed 
and signed.  
Matters arising under: 

 

2016.09.11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2017.07.16 
2017.10.06 
 
 
 

11 people attended The First Aid Course on 4th November. The course 
was designed to show people how to deal with unconscious patients 
and how to use a defibrillator. Statistically patients have a much better 
chance of survival after receiving proper first aid and considerably 
better chance if there is recourse to a defibrillator. So, this leads us to 
have a look at the cost of obtaining a defibrillator and how to raise 
some money to get one. Clerk to consult Kim Duller the Clerk at West 
Chinnock who will have some up to date figures as they have just had 
a defibrillator fitted near the Muddled Man.  Thanks to Simon from 
Hamdon First Aid who ran the course and to those who attended. 
The Road marking re-painting was still awaited. 
Our PCSO Michelle Haimes had been in touch with Arial Atom factory 
who had taken note of the concerns expressed about their vehicles 
speeding on the A356. An approach had also been made to the Speed 
Enforcement Unit, but due to the many bends along the road, it was 
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2017.10.14 

difficult to site a mobile speed camera. Hopefully the direct approach 
from Michelle would have an effect. 
No further incident of fly tipping on the common had been reported. 
The Clerk had spoken to Chris Rowlands at SSDC who had advised 
that CPC would be within their rights to put up a sign advising the 
public that fly tipping was illegal. That if the perpetrators were known a 
targeted leaflet drop might be more effective. He had also advised that 
notwithstanding that the waste was not on the highway, if the problem 
recurred he did not envisage any problem in picking the waste up. If 
the problem persisted, SSDC would ask their enforcement officer Paul 
Huntingdon to investigate. Update to go in the Parish Magazine, 
publicising that fly tipping can result in a large fine. 
Insurance cover for Burridge Copse had been arranged, with the 
condition imposed by the insurers that a risk assessment be carried 
out. Mr Brown and Mr Langdon had made a visit to the copse and 
found that entry from all angles was extremely difficult. Once inside it 
was very difficult to move around due to the thick undergrowth and 
very uneven ground. The boundary would need to be established as 
there was no clear demarcation from neighbouring woodland. Then 
further thought would need to be given to how to make best use of the 
copse. An offer from Mr Pallister to ask a member of the Countryside 
Team to visit and provide some initial advice was gratefully accepted 
as a first step. 

   
   
5: District Councillor’s Report: Ric Pallister  Transformation was 

continuing apace with the second phase now complete and Mr 
Pallister was expecting a dip in performance to start to occur as staff 
left leaving disruption in the teams. Dramatic change was taking place 
and the aim was to minimise the effect of the dip and to recover from it 
quickly. It was anticipated that the transformation could take another 6 
to 7 months and was being accelerated to provide certainty for staff. It 
was anticipated that at the end of the process there would be no 
noticeable difference in the level of the service offered and that the 
savings would be made without any cuts to services. 

 

   
   
6: County Councillor’s Report: Mark Keating Following cessation of 

Nippy Bus operation on 29th October, the County Council team had 
stepped in to arrange alternative cover for the main routes. The 
difficult part was to cover the demand responsive service which 
affected Chiselborough, which the big operators would not pick up. 
Steps were being taken to try and find alternatives from the voluntary / 
community sector. Information would be passed on as it came in 
which could be put on the website and disseminated as widely as 
possible to the public.  
The turf cutting ceremony had been held for the western corridor traffic 
improvements in Yeovil. These would take place over 18 months and 
would include sophisticated dynamic traffic responsive control 
measures greatly improving throughput of traffic. 
It was agreed that every effort would be made to get information out to 
as wide a section of the village as possible. 

 

    
   
7: Planning: Richard Brown  
 17/02753: Beam Cottage Alterations and erection of first floor 

extension to front of dwellinghouse. Erection of single storey rear 
extension and raised patio area: Permission granted.  
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 17/03317: 13 Taylors Orchard Engineering works to form vehicular 

access and parking: Permission granted. 
 

   
8: Phoenix Path: No response had been received to the request for 

views on the future of Phoenix Path. It was therefore clear that 
there were no strong feelings about preserving it. Accordingly, 
nature would slowly take its course, leaving the option for the 
path to be retrieved in the future if feelings change. But for the 
time being no action will be taken. Villagers can raise the issue 
in the future if they wish to. 
 

 

   
   
9: Neighbourhood Watch: Four warning signs had been erected, one 

by the Rectory, one by the Bus Shelter, one at the top of North Street 
and one at the Junction of Fairplace. Sufficient volunteers had come 
forward to act as street representatives. Enquiries would be made of 
Mrs Bulley to ascertain if street representatives had been allocated 
and if something could be produced to circulate to every house to 
inform people of who their representative was.  An attempt to steal fuel 
from a vehicle outside of Taylors Orchard Bungalows had been 
reported to the police. Email alerts were being received from the 
police. 

 

    
   
10: Sale of County Council land: The first meeting took place on 25th 

October. The team consisted of Robin Battersby, Teresa Hann, Ian 
Hodge, Roger Bulley, Brian Wickens and Grant Morley to be invited to 
the next meeting. Robin would be looking at legal issues and Brian 
was tasked with producing an aims and objectives paper. The next 
meeting would take place on 5th December. So, a good team was in 
place, and a start had been made. 

 

   
   
11: Community Land Trust: Mike Orchard had taken over as treasurer 

following the resignation of Michael Kerr who had resigned his place 
on the board. Helen Doodson had been re-elected as Chairman. Liz 
Maunder Secretary. Jim Gray was back on the board. Finance 
covered by Mike Orchard, Adrian Pipe and Nick Fox who was helping 
out as a non-board member. 26th September set for the 2018 AGM 
this will give the accountants more time to prepare the accounts. New 
General Data Protection Regulations coming into force May next year 
were discussed but CLT confident they are compliant. New LED 
lighting had been installed. Shop takings had improved against last 
year, profit margins down for the first half year due to having to sell 10 
pack cigarettes off at half price before they were prohibited from sale, 
profit margins picking up in the second half of the year. Hand held 
stock monitoring / pricing device approved for purchase. New Street 
Lighting to be installed in Minchingtons Close (thanks to Mark for his 
help). Fruit Farm site (opposite the school), appeared to have shown 
signs of activity. There was planning permission for 20 houses which 
would include some affordable houses. The CLT (in partnership with 
one of the Housing Associations), were one of 4 organisations that 
would be able to bid to work with the developer in the provision of 
affordable houses on the site. A planning application would be 
submitted for a solar array installation behind the Minchingtons Close 
affordable houses, in the event of planning consent, it would only 
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proceed if it would be viable having regard to the price paid for 
electricity. Christmas order form devised for Christmas orders. Double 
drinks chiller not to be replaced until new financial year. 

   
   
12: Councillor duties and responsibilities: A start had been made in 

that the existing orders had been obtained and the next step would be 
to update them and refresh them in accordance with current ways of 
working. 

 

   
   
13: Finance: Cheques were approved for signing for First Aid Course 

£169, CPRE Subscription £36.00, Burridge Copse Insurance £56.00, 
Village Hall year’s hire charges £120.00. 

 

   
   
14: Reports: Ranger The Ranger was due to attend on 14th November. 

Anything that urgently needs doing to be reported to Mr Langdon. 
 

 Parish Land: A date for the sheep to graze the common was awaited.  
 Highways: Mr Langdon had a number of potholes to follow up with 

Highways (Mike Fear) and would phone him week commencing 13th 
November. The hedge was overgrown at the turning into Cat Street 
and the hedge on the left on the way down to Manor Farm had not 
been touched. Mr Langdon to follow this up. If no response Mr Keating 
to be asked to investigate as SCC had been asked about this but 
nothing happened. 

 

15. Rights of Way: The gate by Smokey Hollow Lane had been removed 
and a section of hedge removed and a Bristol gate installed. Enquiries 
would be made as to the location of the gate that had been removed 
which was only 18 months old. Mr Pipe to speak to the Rights of Way 
officer to ask him to recover the gate which could be reused, possibly 
to replace the rickety one on Phoenix Path. The field had been 
ploughed and cropped so Mr Pipe would keep an eye on it to make 
sure the footpath is preserved. Church Path was badly in need of 
being cut and on the right-hand side the tufts of grass had overgrown 
the path narrowing its width and it needed digging out to restore the 
path. Mr Pipe to follow up with Les Somerset County Council. Dog 
fouling had become a problem again in the Churchyard and in fact 
there was a lot of dog fouling throughout the village. Mr Pipe had 
spoken to The Dog Fouling Warden who had advised that in the event 
of persistent fouling, it was possible to obtain a Public Spaces 
Preservation Order. But in order to do this a log would be required to 
show that there was a problem. Once a PSPO was in place, any 
witnessed dog fouling could be reported for fining by a Parish 
Councillor or any official enforcement officer. A report of this would be 
put in the Parish Magazine. 

 

   
   
16: Points for New Business: None  
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 13th December. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed _________________________               Date _______________________________ 


